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With him is STRENGTH and WISDOM : The deceived and. 


: Deceiver are HIS. Jos xit 16. 
* Bur GOD meant. it unto GOOD. Gen. }. 20, 
. What fball we fay. then ? Shall we continue in Sin that Grace 

may abound ? GOD. forbid / Rom, vi. 13 2. 


O LORD, how great are thy Works And the Thoughts ee 
thine Heart are very deep. . 
The LORD is righteous in all his Ways, and HOLY in ail 
: his Works. Psau. xii. 5. cxlv. 1726 
Gaff ye up, caf? ye up, prepare the Way take up the 
STUMBLING BLOCK out of the Way of my People. 
“Isa, ivii. 14. 
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THE 
PREPAC E. 


r QUITE agree with thofe who think ministers 
|- ought not to bring into the pulpit dry {pecula- 
tions, or dark abftrofe, difputed points, which 
have no tendency to make the heart better, and 
influence the practice: But fbali be far from agreeing 
with any, who may think the Sutjedt of the following 
_fermons to be fuch.— If God has givenus fufficient evi- 
dence to determine, that all the fin and _milery in the 
univerfe is for the general good of the 1 »» and 
fhall anfwer fome good end that thall much more 
than counter-balance the evil ; then doubtle/s it is of 
importance, that all fhould attend to the evidence, 
and believe this truth. 

It is, I concerve, evident beyond contradiction, that 
this truth must be believed in order to a true and 
chearful fubmiffion to God's will, as it ts manifehed 
in what be does and what he permits. For be who 
chearfully fubmits to God’s will, fubmits to it as 
WISE and GOOD, either feeing it to be fo in the in- 
fiance bis fubmiffion refpecits, or believing it implicit- 
ly : For it is not our duty, or indeed poflible for us 
to be reconciled or fubmit to abtolute evil, or evil as 
fuch. But if the fin and mifery which take place in 
the world, are not for the general good cf the uni- 
werfe, then they are abfolutely evil, or evil in every 
wiew and fenfe ; and fo Ged’s will to permit fin and 
mifery is not WISE and GOOD, and aren cannot 
be fubmitted to. 


eC THAT ©. 
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. “THAT THERE IS NO ABSOLUTE 
EVIL IN THE UNIVERSE,” * is a maxim on 
which is grounded allimplicit fubmiffion to God's will, 
in his providential directing and difpofing all events ; 
which we are required to be ready on all occafions, to 
exercife. So far therefore as this truth is doubted, or 
out of view ; fo far there can be no fincere, chearful 
Juomiffion. 1s it not then of great importance, that 
this truth foould be maintain’ a and held up to view ? 
And that efpecially at a time, when tt feems to be 
much out of fight to mot; and begins to be ever 
called in queftion by many. : ose 

The more a chriftian’s heart is filled with true be= 
nevolence, ¢e more ardently he wijhes and feeks the 
good of the univerfe , or, which is the fame thing, 
the more conform'd to God he is in true bolinefs, the 
more averfe be is to abfolute evil ; and the further 
from-a reconciliation to it : And nothing would tend 
more to crofs and d:Strefs bim, than that there fhould 
be any fuch thing in the univerfe. And if be fhould 
Juppofe that God had permitted that to take place, 
which was, on the whole, a difadvantage to the u- 
niverfe, be must diveft bim/elf of bis benevolence, be- 
fore he could be reconciled or fubmit to it. And it 
mujt therefore be peculiarly fatisfying and pleafing, to 
find the contrary reveal’d as a ceitain truth in the 
frripture. If Chriftians therefore tamely give up thts 
sruth, where will they go for fupport and comfort in 
dark and evil times ? 


Ms 


* « Tf the author erd governor of all things be infinitely ger- 
«* fo, then whatever is, is right; of all poflible fyftems he 
«*hath chofenthe 4: And confequently thereis no ab/oe 
** Jute evil in the eniverfe —This being the cafe, all the 


a 
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As therefore this truth is of fuch ufe and impor- 
bance to. chriStians, it was necdful that ihe objections 
made againji it fhould be anfwerd. Ejpecially that 
moft commen one found in the text. Toe common- 
- nefsof this objection,and the plaufiblenels with which 
it appears to many, who do not attend clofely to this 
matter, was the inducement fo particularly to confi- 
der it, and fhew it’s groundle{nefs and abjurdily ; 
which is done in the fecond fermon. 

If we cannot reconcile God's permitting fin with 
bis goonefs, holinefs and bis revealed will : Then 
the permiffion of fin is a dark and unaccountable af- 
Jair to us indeed ; and we cannot be reconciled to it, 
or jufiify God herein. \t becames us to juftify and 
approve of all God’s ways to mien 3 #0 fee and ac- 
knowledge bis righteoufnefs in all be does: Yea, it 
becomes us to be well pleafed with all Ged’s ways, 
Jo far as they are made known tous: For in this way 
alone fhall we be able truly to rejoice that the LORD 
reigns, and hath done whatfoever pleafed him. 

They who cannot reconcile Ged’s permiffion of fin 
to bis wifdam, holinefs and revealed will, can really 
underftand, and be reconciled to few or none of God's 
ways to men: For almoft all God’s conduct towards. 
man, is built upon this, or fome way related to it 5 as 
all muft be fenfible on the least refleftion. 

If therefore this attempt, imperfect as it is, foall 
afford any light and help to any, in thefe important 
points, the labour and expence will be richly com- 
penfated: 


Sheffield, roth June 1759. 
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_» But if our Unrighteonfrejs commend the Rightea 
oufne/s of God, what frail we fay ? Is God unrighs 
beous who taketh Vengeance? (1 {peak asa Man). 
: God forbid ! For then bow foall God judge tbe 
World 2 z 
Por if the Truih of God hath more abounded 
through my Lie unto bis Glory, why yet am 1 alfa 
judged as a Sinner 2 : : 
_ And not rather (as we be flanderoufly reported, 
and as fome affirm that we fay) Let us do. Evil, 
that Good may come ? Wbofe Damnation is juf, 


which are to my. prefent purpofe, viz. i 
Fir, An cbje@ion againft the reafonable- 

nels and juftice of Gad’s charging that on men 

as a crime. and punifhing them for that, which an- 
{wers fome very gocd end, and is, in the event, 
greatly tohis glory. “This we have in the sth verfe. 
But if cur unrighteoufne/s commend the righteouf- 


[: thefe words I hall take notice of ¢wo things 


ne/s of God, what foall we fay ? \s God unrightes ~ 
ous who taketh vengeance 2? Whenthe anpfle Gue 
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Z {peak as a man, he means, that in thefe words, he 
ftates an objection that blind, finful men were ready 
to make * And this objection is more particularly 
ftared inthe 7h verfe. For if the truth of God bath 
more abounded through my lie unto bis glory, why yet 
am Lalfo judged as a finner ? The queftion is, How 
God can juftly find fault with, and punifh that un- 
righteauinefs and wickednefs of men, which is the 
occafion of the exercife and manifeftation of his righ- 
téecufnefs, truth and holirefs ; by which there is 
made a brighe difplay of his glory ? How can that 
conduc of men,. which anfwers fuch good purpo- 
fes, be bated, condemn’d and punifhed by God ° 
If fin is fo much for God’s glory, then furely finis 
on the whole a GOOD, and confequently the more 
fin there is, the better. Why then does God forbid 
it ? Why is he angry with the finner ? And where 
is the juttice of punithing him forit ? Does not this 
Give full licence, yea, ete greateft imaginable en- 
couragement to fin ? H fuch great good comes of fin, 
thea let us do evil that good may come. F 
Secondly, Tne objeftion reje&ted as groundlefs, 
abfurd and impious. Ver. 6. God forbid! For 
3, thes 
. © I fpeak as a Man. i. e. T objet this as the language of 
“< carnal Heacts; it is fusgeited LIKE A MAN, a vain, 
$6 foolith, croud Creature.” Alexry on the Place. 
* Fiere I reprefent the Reatoning of aa uabdelisving Few.’ 
Dr. Fayler’s Paraphrafe in Loc. 


+ ‘‘ Carnal Hearts might from te take occafion to en- 
«courage themfelves in fin. ”? (the Apoitle) <* hid 
“© faid, that the univerfal guile ee corruption of mankind 
<< gave occafion to the manifeitation of God’s righteouf _ 
‘«nefs in Jefus Chrift. Now it may be fuggefted, if all — 
“‘ our fin be fo far from overthrowing God’s Honour, that 
“*it doch commend it, and his ends are fecured, {> that 
* there is no harm done, is it not unjuit for God to punify 
** our fin and unbelief fo feverely 2" 


Bér Henry in Lee, 
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then bow fhall God judge the world? As if the a- 
poftle had faid, ** Such a fuggeftion is to b- rejected 
“© with abhorrence as abfurd and blafphemous, as "tis 
& direétly againft God the righteous judge of the 
s* world.’— : 
Some fuppofe that the whole of the 8th verfe is 
an anfwer to the foregoing objection, which the a-- 
pottle gives in thefe words ; by fhewing where the 
objeftion would lead them, if granted to be juft,viz. 
that we ought to commit fin, becaufe God made it 
the occafion of good, and would fome way turn it 
all to his glory.*. But I rather think, with Mr. 
Locke and others, + that thefe words, And not ra- 
ther—Let us do evil that good may come, are acon- 
tinuation of the objection ; and that the words, 4s 
we be flanderoufly reported, and as fome affirm that 
we fay, which are a parenthefis ; together with the 
lait words, Whofe damnation is juff, contain the a- 
poftle’sanfwer. He rejects it as an unjuft and ground- 
jefs confequence from the premifes, which was the 
do@trine of the apoftle, viz. that fin was the 
occafion of God’s glory, and fo of the greateft good. 
And condemns thofe who made this objeétion and 
prattifed upon it, by this fhort and fevere fentence, 
Whofe damnation is jus. : : 
But be this as it will, whether the obj-Ction is con- 
tinved in the 8th verfe, or is the whole of it the a-— 
poftle’s an{wer, the pafiage taken together holds. 
forth the following truth, which I defign to make 
the fubject of my difcourfe from thefe words, viz. 
‘ ee DOC TFT 
@ Dr. Taylor paraphrafes the words thus, «© And wh: do you 
«< not draw thisinto.a general rule and maxim, That in all 
** cafes we ought to do wickedly, becaufe God can, one 
“way or other, turn it to his own glory ? An impious. 
*¢fentiment which fome charge upon me, &c.”’ See Dr. 
Faylor’sParaphrase onRomans. AifoDr. Dodariage on this verfe,. 
+ hock’, Pool’s Synopfisy and Heary in Lec. 
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DO. CE RIN: 
Tho? fin is the occafion of great good 5 yet this 
affords no excufe for fin, or the leaft encourage- 
ment to it.* ee eee 
In this doétrine two propofitions are contain’d, 
One implied, and ihe other exvrefled, viz. ; 
PROPOSITION I. Sin may be, and actually is 
* the occafion of great good. : 
PROPOSLFION Ik. This affords no excufe for 
fin, or encouragement to it.————- 
I fhall endeavour to prove and illuftrate thefe 
propofitions in their order. 
PROP, I. Sin may be, and aftually is the occa- 
fion of great good. | 2 2 
This is fuppofed in the paffige of fcripture on 
which the doétrine is grounded.’ The apoftle does 
not deny, but implicitly grants, that men’s unrigh-' 
tcoufnels commends the righteoulnefs of God 5 that 
the truth of God does by men’s lies and wicked- 
nefs, abound to his glory ; and fo that evil or fin 
is the occafion of good. - 
~ But we are not left to learn this truth from thig 
paflage only : The boly bible abundantly reveals to 
us, not only that fin may 22 the occafion of good 4 
but that ic a7ua/ly is fo;.by becoming the means of} 
promoting the good of man ia many inftances, aad 
advancing the declarative glory of God. : 
The bible is full of inftances of this, a few of 
which { will mention. fay : 


~@- ce T think this implice, that there are certain rules, which 
«+ God has laid down for u:, “difsbedience to which, in 
«< any imaginable circumfances, is univerfally a moral e- - 
** vil; evea tho’ the quantity of good arifing from thence. 
*¢ to our feilow-creatures, fhould be greatér than that a-- 
*¢ rifings from obferving thofe rules. For if this be not 
¢¢ alie.ved, there can be no fhadow of force in the Apofi'e’s « 


S¢eonclufion.”  Dodariage in Lec t Rese ek 
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We have an inftance, in the fin of Fofepb’s bre- 
thren, in felling him into Egypt. °Tis exprefly 
faid (Gen. |. 20.) God meant it unto good. i, e. God 
intended good by their wickednets. And God’s 
end was abundantly anfwer’d. By this, and what 
Fofeph tuffer’d ina ftate of bondage, in confequence 
of it, he was fitted for that honourable and ufeful 
ftation God defigned him for. This was the means 
of providing for God’s church and people, and fav-’ 
ing them alive ; as well as preferving the kingdom. 
of Egypt in the time of famine. This fin of Fa- 
Jeph s brethren therefore was one means by which 

od fulfilled bis covenant- promifes to his people, 
and fo was the occaGion of his truth’s abounding to 
his glory. And this was the means of God’s name 
becoming great, through the land of Egypt, and was 
an introduétion to all the mighty works God did 
there, aod in the wildernefs, in the deliverance of 
Lfrael from Egypt, and their return to the land of 
Canaan , and to was one neceflary and important 
ftep towards all that glory Gad obtain’d hereby, and. 
all that good which his church received. Thus this. 
evil was the means of good, and the fin of Tofepe’s, 
brethren in felling bim into bondage, had a train of 
good confequences attending it, and was the occa- 
fion of more good than I have time now particu- 
larly to mention; yea, more than can be eafily. 
reckon’d up, or even conceived of, ; 


We have another inftance in the wickednefs of 
Pharoah, king of Egypt. Pharoah was an inftance 
of remarkable’ wickednefs. He cruelly opprefs’d’ 
thé children of Ifrael, he bid open defiance to JE- 
HOVAH, and repeatedly refus’d to obey him, and 
regard his prophets and meffengers, though they 
Spats many. miracles and wonders before his eyes, 
to! 
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to convince him that they were fent by the omni 
potent governor of the world. Yea, though when 
in fore diftrefs, by the hand of God, that wag 
heavy upon him, he repeatedly conteffzd his fin and 
promifed reformation, if Gad would deliver him 5 
yet he as often hardned his heart, and broke all his 
promifes. “And after the I{raclites were gone out’ 
of Egypt, with a mippty hand, not only by his leave, 
but his urgent defire, he foon hardens his heart, and 
purfues them, refolv’d to take revenge. What.an 
inftance of cruelr ty, pride, obttinacy, daring pre- 
fumption and impiety was Pharoah 1—Yet God 
made all his wickedaefs the occafioa of good: Good’ 
to his people, and the glory of his greatname. For 
this we have God’s own exprefs declaration, (Exod. 
ix. 16.) dudin very deed, for this caufe bave I rai- 
fed thee up, for to fhew in thee my power, and thas. 
my name may ve declared throug bout alt the earth. 
‘Phis was the end God ‘had ia raing up Poaroab, 
in preferving him, and fuffering him to g) on 
and grow thus greac ta wickednels ; that by de- 
ftroying bim at lait, and delivering his people from 
his oppreffive hand, he might beltow che good on 
his church, he had in ftore for them, and fulfil his 
promifes to Abrabam, Ifaac and ‘facob, and that 
in fuch a way as to get to him(elf a great name 
through allthe earth. And this end was anfwer'd ; 
God triumphed glorioufly in the deftruction of Phaz 
roa and his hott, and in the falvation of his people 
from their hand. 


Again, the fin of the Fews and Gentiles in pute 
ting our Lord Fefus Corist to death, was the Occa- 
fion of great good. The death of Cbrift, confider’d 
in all it’s conlequences, was one of the moft glori- 
@us events that ever happen’d 3; moft, neceffary . 

roo & $ eta chs, 
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the good of men, and moft for the glory of God. 
Now the death of Chrift, fo full uf good to man, 
and fo much to the glory of God, was brought a- 
bout by the wickednefs of man; yea, one of the 
greatett inflances of wickednefs that ever was: And, 
not only fo, but it could be brought about no other 
way. If the fon of God muff dic, he muft be put 
to death by the hands of wicked men. Surely no 
chriftian who hopes for falvation by the death of 
Ceriff, which was ffeéted by the wickednefs of mati, 
can doubt but thar greatef fin has been the occafion 
of the greate% good. ; 
The a inftance of this kind which I fhall menti- 
on, is the unbélief and obftinacy of the Fews as a peo- 
ple and nation, when the gofpel was preach’d to 
them after the afcenfion of Cérif. This was the 
occafion of the calling, of the Gentiles, of their hav- 
ing the unfearchable riches of Chrift preach’d to 
them: Aod fo beiog engrafted into the ftock from 
which the ews were broken off by unbelief. St. 


Paul confiders the matter in this light in the Xf. 


chap. of his epiftie to the Romans. He fays, Thro’ 
their fall, falvaticn is come to the Gentiles. That 
the fall of them was the riches of the world, and the 


diminifbing of them, was the riches of the Gentiles. 


Vertes 11, 12. He fpeaks of the Gentiles as bav- 
ing obtained mercy through their unbelief. Verle 30. 
And in this view of the cafe, cries out in the 33. 
verfe, O the depth of the riches both of the wifdom 
and knowledge of God! How unfearchable are bis 
judgments, and bis ways pat finding out ! Thus 
the fia and unbelief of the Jews was the occafion of 
mercy and falvation to the Gentiles. We Gentiles 
may now confider ourfelves as reaping the benefit of 
the unbelief and fall of the Zews, and this day are in 
poflcfiicn of the good that iscometo usby that means. 

Ra Sit a RT et aE Re oe Geet Rates TT 
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_ Thus we have confider’d fone inftances in which 
great good has been brought about by the evil of 
fin, according to the expreis declaration of the holy 
fcripture. I might turn you to many other inftances 
of this kind, which I pals, as thefe [ have mention’ 
bs this matter, I thiok, ia a plain and inconteftible 
ight. 


_, And fince God has in fome inftances, yea in fo 
many, over-ruled the fin of man, to bring about 
fome great good, who can fay that he does not fo 
with regard to every fin that men commit? Yea, 
ave we not reafon to think, and even be /ure that 
this is actually the cafe ? ° May we not conclude, 
may we not be confident, that all the fn which 
takes place among men from the fall of the. firit 
created pair, to the end of the world, thall fome 
way or other be over-ruled by God to anfwer fome 
good end ? If God does it jn ove inflance, why 
may he not, yea why wil] he not, io every inftance ? 
He who is infinite in wifdom and power, Can over- 
ule a// fin for good, as well and as eafy as any one 
fin. And our not being able to fee how he does it, 
or how it can be done, is no objection at all, 
“Surely we don’t think to limit infinite wifdom and 
ower, by our own fcanty conceptions. The in- 
ances of this recorded in feripture, which we have ' 
been confidering, are a fpecimen and pledge of 
what God-caz do ; and doubtlefs of what he au- 
ally does with refpect to fin in general, yea every 
inftance of it that takes place. Thefe. inftances on 
record are a proof that fio is not in it’s own nature 
fuch a thing, as that it cannot be improved by in- 
finite wifdom to bring about great good. © And if 
it is not fo in it’s own nature, nothing, can make it 
fo, we have reafon to think, 


= And 
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', Anp if God is wife and powerful enough, and fo 
¢an make fin in general, yea every inftance of it, 
anfwer fome good end ; may we not fuppofe that 
he aéfually does it ? If God does not want wif- 
dom and power to do it ; we cannot think he will 
neglect it, or fuffer finto fail of anfwering a good 
end, through want of care and attention to this 
metter, No furely ; ’tis not a matter Of indiffer- 
ence with God, whether? fin anfwers’a good end or. 
a bad one, or none at all. To fuppofe this, would 
be to fuppofe the infinitély holy God perfectly in- 
different about good and evil ; yea, perfectly in- 
different about the moft interefting and important 
affair in the univerfe ; Which would be the moft 
unworthy thought of God, as well as the greateft 
-abfurdity, Mage sere ; 
. Butas it is of importance that we fhould all form 
our opinion right in this matter, let us again turd 
to the d76/e, and fee what further light we can get 
there in this point.—And hére we may obferve the 
following things :— 


_ I. The bible leads us to look upon the GOSPEL, - 
or the way of falvation by Chrift, as a method God - 


has taken’ to bring good out of the evil of fin in 
general. The gofpel is founded in the finfulnefs of 
man, and takes all it’s glory from it ; and fin is the 
occafion of all the good that comes to man, and. 
all the glory that comes to God by it. The great. 
work of the Saviour of the world, is TO BRING 
GOOD OUL OF EVIL. And [I think, the {crip- 
ture leads us to confider the benefits of the gofpel 


a8 a greater good than would have been, had there 


been no fin. The fcripture don’t reprefent the 
work of redemption, as what God has wrought to 


amend and patch up, as well as he could, a world: 


that is {poil’d and ruin’d by fin ; as if there would 
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“have. been more good i in the world, upon the whole, 
if there had been no fin, and fo no. redemption by. 

hriftt. No, the work of fedemption is.reprefented 
in feripture as contriv’d and laid out before the 
world was made, and as. the: moft glorious. of all. 


God’s works ; far-osore glorious than the work 


of creation. 

Jefus Cheitt is aid: to be: -ardain’d to Bn: work -of 
redemption, before the foundation of the:. world. 
(1 Pet.i.20.) And the glorious way. of falvation, 
which is called the wifdom of God, is faid to be 
ordain'’d before the world. (1 Cor. ii. 7) Chrifi’s 
Church and people are faid to be chofen in bim be- 
fore the foundation’ of the World. (Epb.i. 3, 4-) 
The great favour that comes to believers, by the 
gafpel, is {aid tobe given to them before the world 


began. (1 Tim. 1.92) - Thus the fcripture, leads us to - 


confider the work, of redemption as orginally defign'’d 


by God before he made the. world, as his greateft and . 


moft glorious work, ; ; ina view,co which he made 
all things at-firft.' Therefore afl things are faid to 
be made for Coritt. (Col. i, 46.) For. by bim, 
[i. e. Chri] were all things created that: are in 


beaven, and that are in earth, vifible and invifi-: 


ble,—all things were created by bim, and FOR 
HIM. 

The new creation, i.e. the work of redemption, 
is faid to be fat more glorious than the firft crea- 


tion. (J/ai.. xv. 17, 18,) For, bebold, I create , 


new beavens, and anew earth :, And the former 
foall not be remembred, mor come into mind, 8c, 
Now the fia of mais the occafion of thele mew bea- 
wens and new earth: For the glory of Chrift and 


his works could not have been, had not fin took — 


ape Thus fin in general. is the occafion of all 


shat gaod which is comprized in the work. of re- . 


os 


demption, 2 
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demiption, which, according to fcripture, fo much 
exceeds all the good which was in the firft creation. 
‘The world, confider’d as fallen or finful, and re- 
deem’d by Chrift, is better and far more glorious 
than it was, confider’d as without fin, according to 
{cripture. Thus we are taught, that God’s greateft 
and moft glorious work, is to bring good out of 
‘evil, to make fin in general, which’ is the greateft 
evil, the means-of: the greateft good. I pro= 
‘ceed to obferve, ee soe? ‘ oe 
« Il¢lys' The feripture not only teaches us, that 
good is brought out of fin in general; by the work 
‘of redemption ; but alfo, That God makes the fin 
and final obftinacy of thofe that peri/b eternally, the 
occahion of great good. That God defigns good by 
this evil, and brings good: out ‘of it. “This we are 
particularly taught in Rom. ix. 22. What if God 
willing to foew bis wrath, and make bis power 
known, endured with niuch long fuffering, the veffels 
of wrath fitted to deftrudion ? Here we are taught, 
that God’s end in bearing with finners, and fuffer-- 
ing them to go on in fin to delftruétion, is the 
manifeftation of his power and wrath: i. e. his 
own glory : And that. he makes their fin and ruin 
the occafion and means of it’; and fo brings good” 
out of this evil, even their -finfulnefs and ruin. © 
And doubtlefs, the good obtaifi’d is greater than 
‘the evil by which it “is ‘brought about; for we 
can’t reconcile it to the wifdom of God, that he’ 
thould fuffer a greater evil, for the fake of a Jefe 
good. if God {uffers finners to go on to deftruét= 
ion, that he might hereby fhew his. wrath, and 
make his power known; then-it is not only 
certain that God makes the fin and ruin of thofe 
that perifh, the occafion and means of his own’ 
glory ; but "tis alfo certain, that he counts his glo-~ 


+ . So 
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ry fo great a good, as to overbalance all that evil 
which he fuffers to take place, as a means of that 
good : Sorthat, upon’the whole; there is more good 
than if there had been no evil: .I fay, we are fure 
of this ; for to fuppofe the contrary, -is to impeach 
God’s wifdom : For to fuffer a greater evil, for the 
fake of a /efs good, js as if one fhould part with a 
2b0ufand.pounds for the fake of ten, or as the means 
of procdring one penny. Or as if he fhould endure 
a million degrees of ‘pain, tor the fake of one degre¢ 
of pleafure ; which, upon the whole, is worfe than 
nothing at all ; and is really preferring evil to no e- 
vil, or.a greater evil to a lefs : Which is the fame 
with choofing -evil for evil’s fake ; and cannot be 
fuppofed of the wile and holy God, without blafphemy:. 
' Indeed, the inftagce of Pharoab, which we have 
before: confider’d, is a fpecimen of all obftinate, im- 
penitent finners. . As God raifed him up; i.e. ful- 
fer’d him to go on to fuch a-degree of wickednels; 
*cill he was ripe for deftruction, chat in him he-might 
thew his power, and caule his name to be declared 
throughout-all the earth ; So be fuffers ali‘ finners 
. that finally perifh, to go on "till they are fitted for 
‘deftruction, that he may glorify bimfelf in them. 
' And °tis from -the -inftance of Pharoah, and what 
God fays of him, which St.Pau/ mentions in the 17th 
verfe, that he is led to fay what -he does of finally: 
impenitent finners in general, in the text under con~ 
fiderations..=6 eo 8 : 
He who can underftand God?s dealings with Pba- 
: roab, and:is reconciled io his fuffering him to go on 
to fo great a degree of wickednefs, that he might 
glorify himfelf in him, and.can fee God’s rigateout- 
nefs and wifdom in bringing this-good out of Pha- 
roab’s wickednefs ; 4e willeafily fee how God makes 
the fin of all that are Gnally impenitent, a means of 


cube 
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his own glory ; and fuffers them to go on to de- 
ftruation, that he may anfwer this end. 
 Ifany fhould fay, ‘* Though God glorified him- 
§* felf by the great wickednefs and obftinacy of Pba- 
¢ yeah, and does fo by the fin and dettruction of all 
‘* that perifh ; yet God would be more glorified, and 
“* he would obtain a digher and detzer end, if neither 
‘* Pharoah, nor any finner weat on in wickednefs to 
‘* final impenitence and deftruétion :”? I fay, if any 
fhould fay fo; I think, they would contradi@& the 
icripture-texts we are confidering, or at leaft deny 
God’s wifdom in his condu in thefe inftgnces.. God 
fays, he fuffer’d Pharoah to go on to the Jength he 
did in fin, ’till he was ripe for ruin, that he might 
gloriiy himfelf thereby. Now, if he would have had 
more glory, or as much if Pharoah had not gone on 
as he did ; then God did not take the Je method, 


and ufe the bef means to glorify himfelf by Paro- 


ab: And therefore did not aét wifely in feeking to 
glorify bimfelf by Pharcab’s obftinacy and ruin : 
For wildom confifts in choofing the 4ef means, to 
an{wer the 4eff end. This may be applied to final- 
ly impenitenc finners in general. 

Uldly. The feripture teaches us, that God makes 
ALL the fins of men, from the beginning to the end 
of the world, to anfwer jome goodend. This we ate 
particularly taught in the 76th plalm, soth verfe. 
Surely the wrath of man fhall praife thee: The re- 
mainder of ‘wrath fhalt thou refirain. 

By the wrath of man we are to underftand the 
wickednefs-of men in general, by which they vio- 
Jently oppofe God, and all.that is good. *Tis here 
faid, that a// this wrath fhall praife God ; i. e. fhall 
be to his honor and glory: So that ¢ha¢ wrath, thae 
wickednefs of man which would not aniwer this end, 
God will effectually reftrain, and not fuffer'to take 
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place. - So that by this {cripture we are sshared tha¢ 
God is glorified by all the fin that is in the world ¢ 
God makes it all the occafion of this good.’ And 
the reafon why God lays'the reftraints on men that 
he does, and’ fo’ prevents there being more fin than 
there is, is becaufe more fin would ‘not anfwer thid 
end : For God will have nothing in his world but 
what he can bring good out of, and turn to his own 
glory. 4 
» Another text which I think i is jul tothis purpofe, 
is that noted one (Gen- ifi.-15.) AND IT SHALL 
BRUISE THY HEAD. i.e. The -eed of the we- 
man fall bruife the ferpent’s bead. ‘Whichis as much 
- as to fay, that Chrift® thall utterly and compleatly 
difappoint and defeat the devil, in what he had done 
in introducing fin into the world, But this he would 
not do, if he did not turn all the fin which the devil 
‘had been the means of bringing into the world, into- 
good, by making it the occafion of more, or at leaft 
a8 much good, as there would: have been if there had 
been no fin. - If there is-one inSfance of fin, which is 
not tarn’d to good, the ‘devil is not herein difap- 
pointed and deteated + but i is gratified finally : His 
end is anfwer’d, and *tié fo far juft as he would have 
gt. So far he is not conquered* by Chrift ; but he 
gains his point, and is conqueror bimfelf. If the de» 
vil has ia any degree mart’d and {poil’d the world; 
and made it upon the whole worfe than it would 
have been if he had not introduced fin into it, not- - 
withftanding what Chrift has done to defeat him ; 
then he has /o far gain’d his point, ‘and fucceeded 
in the thing he aim’d at: And therefore fo iteoi he is! 
mon defeated, but conquers and reigns. : 

So that thefe words hold forth this truth, in cha 
Brongeft light ; viz. That all the fin in the world, 
* by ‘Chriit made the occafien of good 5 fe 
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Chrift will make fin the occafion of fo much good, 
that the world fhall be at leaft as,good a world,* as if 
fin had never been introduced : So that fatan fhall. 
not gain his end ip one point, in the leaft degree 5 
but fhall be wholly defeated. ro : 

». This is the way in which Chrift bruifes the fer- 
pent’s head, viz. by bringing good out of evik.. 
And the more good he makes fin the occafion. of, 
the more effectually is fatan defeated : The greater 
is Chrift’s conqueft, and the more he triumphs o- 
ver the devil. If Chrift is, able to make fin the oc- 
cafion of fo much good, as.that-God fhall be more 
glorified,:and-this be.a much Letter world, than if: 
fin had never come into, it ; this will be the -moft 
deadly and dreadful bruife to fatan’s head, that can. 
be brought upon it. . This will be an overthrow: 
that the devil dreads above all things,’- To fee God 
greatly glorified, andthe world made much better: 
by fin, by which fatan fought to difhonour God, and’ 
fpoil his world ; yea to fee fin made the means of 
making God more glorious, and this a better world : 
than could have been if fin had not been introduced ; 
So that fin becomes the occafion of fomething di-. 
reétly oppofite to that which fatan aims at, and feeks 
to accomplifh : and which he above all things hates, 
and defires to deftroy-: For fatan, I fay, to fee thisgs: 
turn out fo, will.be above all things croffing and de-- 
ftruéctive to him ; and muft be the. moft effectual, the. 
greateft and moft glorious conqueft over him that cag’ 
be. This is to bruife his headia the ‘higheft degree. , 
There is nothing the devil dreads fo much as this’... 
and therefore to prevent things coming to this pafs,- 
he has been exerting all his powers, and making un- » 

pains ) wearied 
® Bythe WORLD, is not meant, this earth, or things in the 

prefent ftate- only ; but the WHOLE UNIVERSE (rough 

. all it’a duration, : : 
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wearied attemprs ‘in all ages. And therefore we 
may be fure Chrift. will accom »lith this, if be can. 
He will fo bring things about, that God shall be 
more glorified, and this fhall be, upon the whole, a 
much better world, than if the devil had never at- 
tempted -to déthrone God, and ruin man: And 
will make fin, by which thé devil fought to {poil 
this world, and rob God of his honour, the occafi- 
on and means of . bringing this about. I fay, we 
may be ture Chrift will do this IF HE CAN, and 
that to a wonderful and even infinite degree. And 
furely no chriftian can doubt of his power to do it. 
For this end he came into the world, and became 
the feed of the woman; for this he hung and died 
on the crofs, by which he /poiled principalities and 
powers, and triumphed over them. By this he will 
effectually and glorioufly deftroy the works of the 
devil, and put all bis enemies under bis feet. 

Thus we fee how the fcripture.reprefeats God as 
making fin the occafion of good ; even fo as here- 
by to bring about more good, than would have beea 
without ic And that every instance of fin anfwers 
fome good end, by the wife, over-ruling hand of 
God. The matter feems to be abuadantly plait 
according to fcripture. 

But there may be fome yet ftumbled at this ; yee = 
being ftrange and unaccountable to them, that this © 
fhould be, upon the whole, a Jetter world, than it 
would have been, had’not fin and mifery enter’d 
iato it: It being to them one of the greateft para- 
doxes, that Tat, which in- itfelf is the greateft e- 
vil; fhould be produétive of the greateft good ; the 
occafion of fo much - glory to God, and good to — 
the world. 

But fuch, if any there are, are defi red to -confider 


the following: things, 
tiie 
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Firs, Our not being able to fee how this is, or 
can be done, is no argument that God cannot do ir. 
Surely infinite power and wifdom can do this, tho” 
infinitely beyond us. Doubrlefs God knows *how 
to do this, Who difappointeth the devices of the craf- 
ty, Jo that their bands cannot perform their enter- 
prize. Who taketh the wif in their own crafti- 
nefs : And carrieth the counfel of the froward béad- - 
dong. (fobv. 12, 13.) This is the peculiar glory 
of Ged’s wifdom, that *tis able to bring fuch 
good, out of fuch evil. - : 

Secondly, Let fuch confider, how fhocking and 
dreadful the thought mutt be, to fuppofe, that God 
has permitted that to come into the world, which 
has in a meafure fpoiled it ; fo that he can by no 
means remove the evil, recover the damage, and | 
make his world as good as it was before! How 
could God look on and fee this, and be unconcern’d, 
and poffefs his infinite felicity ? Surely this muft 
grieve him to the beart, in a literal fenfe, and make 
- him 4eartily repent, that he had made a world for 

fatan to deftroy ; to deftrey, fo that he never could 
perfectly recover it ! 

_ Should fome one of a nice and elegant tafte, build 
a ftately palace, and furnith it with every thing 
pleafant and delightful: And when ke had done, 
his enemy fhould come and deface it, and throw 
it into the utmoft confufion and deformity ; and 
Place, in the midtt of it; fomething exceeding ugly 
to the view, and moft offenfive and loathfome to 
the fmell : and he fhould be unable to remove it, 
or fo contrive to make it anfwer fome good end to 
himfelf, as totally to difappoint his enemy ; furely 
this muft be very grievous to him. Inftead of 
beauty and pleafure, he muft endure the mortifica- 
tion of a mot ugly fighr, and naufeous, abominable 
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fmell ; while he has no way to help himfelf. He 
would with a thoufand times, he had never ftruck 
a ftroke cto that building ; but wifh in vain. Now 
if we fuppofe God’s world is, upoa the whole, the 
worfe for fin, do we not reprefent him’ to. be in the 
cafe of fuch an one, or rather infinitely worfe ! 
. .Lbirdly, We would do well to confider, whether 
if we don’c allow that every inftance of fin is the 
eccafion of fome great good to over-balance it; oF 
whether by fuppofing, that on the whole, the world 
is worfe for fin, we do not really fet fomething up: 
above God, to rule with him, and even over him; 
in fome degree. 
According to the feripture reprefeatation of this’ 
matter, which we have. been confidering, God is 
fupreme. He is in the heavens, and bath done what- 
‘foever pleafed him’ . He doth bis will in the army 
of beaven, and among. the inhabitants of the earth = 
And NONE CAN STA¥ HIS HAND. He has: 
all things in his hand, and orders all events ia his 
world ; and lets nothing come intoit, or take place 
there, but what is to aofwer fome good end, and 
ferves to make the world Zetter, more perfect and: 
excellent than it would have been without it. 
But if fia has, by coming into the world, marr’c 
and fpoil’d it, fo that it will eternally be a worfe, or 
lefs perfect and excellent world, than it would have 
been if fin had not enter’d ; then furely fin did not 
come in by God’s permiffion 2 but ic was thruft im 
by fome one fo powerful, that God could not pre- 
vent it ; and therefore fo far was, and continues to 
be, abave and fuperiour to the Moft High! — 
The devil defiga’d to rob God of his honor, and 
fpoil the world he had made, by introducing fin: 
into it ;.and fo to out-do God, aad be above him 
in-this inftance 5 and, as it were, take it — id 
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God's hands, and reign in it himfelf. And fo far 
_as God, upon the whole, loofes any honor by what 
the devil has done, fo far as this world is, upon the 
whole, worfe, fo far the devil has cbtain’d his end, 
has out-done the Moft High, and reigns and tri- 
umphs, and will do fo to alleternity. Surely none 
would knowingly reprefent God in fuch a difhonor- 
able light, and afcribe fuch honor and power to the 
devil and wicked men ; but would much rather fay, 
ALL honor and power belong unto God , and re= 
joice that God is above men and devils in the thing 
wherein they deal moft proudly: And herein difco- 
vers himfelf to be greater than all others, that would 
defire to be gods. 

Having thus endeavour’d to illuftrate and con- 
firm this propofition, I fhall now. make fome re- 


_ fictions on what has been faid, by way of inference. 


I. This view of the matter helps us to a fort, 
tafy and fatisfaiiory way of accounting fer God's 
Juffering SIN to come into the world, and permit- 
ting it to prevail and abound as it bas done. And 
indeed, it cannot be accounted for in any other way. 

Some of the beathen, in order to account for fin’s 
coming into the world, have fuppofed it to be go- 
verned by two oppofite independent principles or 
beings, a good one, and an evil one ; And that all 
fin and evil is from the evil being, which the gcod 
being cannot prevent 3 and fo has no hand, even in 
permitting fin, es 

And fome who have the advantage of divine re-' 
velation, give but a very little better account of the 


_ Matter 5 while they fuppofe God could not prevent 


fin taking place among his creatures ; That God 
made a number of intelligent creatures, that he 
Could not controul and keep from fin, if he con-= 
tinued them in being, and free agents, and treated 
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them: according to the nature and capacity of fuch. 
And fo the world has been in a great meafure fpoil’d 
and ruin’d by SIN, introduced by the Free agency 
of the creature; which could not be reftrain’d and 


‘controul’d by God. But how this can be recon- .. 


ciled with the {cripture, or the wifdom, fupremacy, 
and infinite happinefs of God, I think they have 
never yet fhewn. 

But if God faw that fin’s entering into the world 
would be the Jeff means of anfwering the pio 
and deft ends, would be the occafion of the greateft 
good, a means of the world’s becoming better, more 
excellent and gloriaus than otherwife it would be ; 
then it is eafy to fee why he fhould determine to 
fuffer it to take place, even though at the fame 
time he knew how to prevent it, andcould eafily 
have done it. For the fake of the great good, which 
God faw SIN would be the occafion of, by his di- 
pofal, he was quite willing to fuffer it to take place, 
among his creatures, and tuerefore pervaitted it. 


OBJECTION, Is nct this to make God do evik - 
that good may come, which te Poul greatly con- 


Sgmns ip the text ? 


ANSWER..By no means. Surely God does 
not do evil in permitting his creatures to fin, but on | 
the conirary, acts wiicly and holily herein, The. 
createre does the evil, and not GOD. The crea- 
ture’s aims and ends in ¢emmitting fin, are. wicked 
and vile ; but God’s aims and defigasin permitting 
the creature thus to att, are wile and holy. There- 


“fore God does not do ev. il that good may comes; 


but all He doea is good, 


OBJ. But does not this reprefent God as willing 
and chufing SUN, and fo taking pleafure init? Te 


iuppofe which, would be the higheft blafphemy. 
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ANS. This does not reprefent God as taking 
pleature in fin, and willing and chufing it for i#’s 
own fake, in itfelf canfider’d ; but he is willing fin. 
fhould take place, for the fake of fometbing el/e, viz. 
The great good that it will be the occafion of pro- 
ducing. This is nothing contrary to God’s hating 
fin infinitely, confider’d as ’tis in itfelf, in 1?s own 
nature, as confifting in the difpofition, views and 
aims of the finner ; as fuch, it is the abominable 
thing which Ged hates. : 

- There feemsto be no great difficulty in making 
this diftin¢tion. We are obliged to make the fame, 
with regard to natural evil, or pain and fuffering, 
This is as ¢ruly (tho’ not in the fame fenfe and de- 
gree, I fay, as really contrary to God’s nature and 
will, in itfelf confider’d, as moral evil, Yet God 
is fo far reconciled to it, for the fake of the good 
to be obtained by it, that he is quite willing it fhould 
take place ; yea, inflicts it in millions of inftances, 
with hisown hand. Thusit pleafed God to bruise 
his own fon, to put him to the moft amazing pain 
and torture ; not becaufe he delights in pain and 
mifery, in itfelf confider’d ; but he chofe thus to 
put his fon to pain, for the fake of the good to*be 
anfwer’d thereby. In this view of things, God was 
_quite willing his fon fhould fuffer, and was pleafed 
with ic, Whereas, if there had been no good to be 
anfwer’d thereby, it would have been infinitely con- 
trary to God’s nature and will, that his fon fhould 
be put to fuch extreme pain. Thus the permif- 
fion of fin can be accounted for, as eafily as we ac- 
count for the fufferings of Chrift, and in the fame 
way : viz. That Gud chofe they both fhould ‘take 


of. 
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If any fhould fay, “ feeing God chofe that this 
* own fon fhould be put to the moft extreme fuf- 
-* ferings, and looked on and was pleafed with it ¢ 
s And feeing he will inflict fuch amazing pain on 
s¢ the damned to all eternity ; it feems that the pain 
** and mifery of his creatures /uits him, is agreeable 
*© to his will, and he really takes pleafure and de- 
s¢ light init.” I fay, if any one fhould argue in this 
form, he would talk as confiftently, and as much 
to the purpofe, as he who fays, ‘* That feeing God 
*¢ chofe to permit fin, therefore fin is agreeable to his 

«6 will, and he delights in it.?”—~-Both may be eafily 
anfwered thus :—God wills neither fin nor mifery 
for their own fake ; they being, in themfelves con 
fider’d, abftraGted from al} conneétions and confe- 
quences, moft contrary to his nature and will : 
And was there no good end to be anfwer’d by fin 
or mifery, God would have forever kept them both 
out of his world ; but fince they become the occafi- 
on and means of fo much good, he fuffers them 
both to take place. 

If God had no good end to anfwer = the fin of 
man, he would have taken effectual care to keep 
him from fin: But as he intended to make this evil 
the occafion of fo much good, he teillingy fuffer’d 
it to take place. * 

II. This 


* GOD doubtlefs fought a GOOD in his determination to 
permit fin, Acd if this was not agood. which he intend-~ 
ed to make fin the occafion of, and which could not be fo 
well anfwer’d any other way, and for the fake of which he 
permitted ir; then he permitted it us being ig itfelf a good, 
and fo fer it’s wa fake, This doctrine theretore, that God 
permits fin for the fake of the good he will make it the oc- 
cafion of, is fo far from repreienting God as taking plea- 
faeia fin, and willing and <toling it fhould take place for 
it’s own fake, that it 1s the om/y truth that can prevent his 
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Il. This view of things affords matter of fupport 
and comfort in the darke& times, when fin prevails 
and abounds most in the world. eae 

He who rules fupreme in the. heavens, and has 
all things, even the heart of kings and all men in 
his hand ; who is the father of the creation, and 
has a heart full of benevolence to the univerfe, and 
is therefore fteadily and wifely fecking it’s good by 
ail he does, and by all he permits ; He will bring 
good out of all chis evil: and therefore permits it 
becaufe ’tis the beft, the wifeft way to accomplifh 
his benevolent deffgns. What reafon then has the 
Benevolent heart to fink and defpond, though fin 
abounds and threatens to bear all down before it ; 
and every thing is to his view in the utmoft difor- 
der and confufion ? Let fuch confice in infirite wif- 
dom and goodnefs, and rejoice at reft.. Let them 
caft all their care on the LORD, and troft in him ; ° 
Truft, | fay, in the LORD, and be will bring it to 
pa/s. All things, thus under God’s direction and 
government, are we//, order’d in the beft manner, 

sigs to 
being fo reprefented.—IF therefore one fhould fay, «The 
works of God are all very GOOD.” And another fhould 
object, *« that if fo, then Ged is an EVIL being,” he would 
talk with as much reafon and propriety, as thofe who make 
the objection above. 
st There is no inconfiftence in fuppofing, that God may hate 
“‘athing as it is in itfelt, and confider’d fimply as evil, and 
'** yet that it may be his will it fhould come to pafs, confi- 
“* dering ail circumftances.—Gaoad don’t will fin as fin, or 
** for the fake of any thing evil 3 though it be his pleafure 

** fo to order things, that he permitting, fin will come to 

** pafs, for the {ake of the great good that by his difpcfal 

*« fhall be the confequence. His willing to order things fo 

** thar evil fhouid come to pais, for the fake of the contra~ 

‘‘ ry good, is no:argument that he don’t haie evil, as evil: 

« And if fo, then it is no reafon why he may’nt rezfonably 

s* forbid evil as evil, and punifh it as fuch,” Prefident 

Epwarps on freedom of will. p. 262, Sc. 
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to anfwer the beft ends : and God will bring more 
good out of thofe things, which to us have the moft 
dark and threatning afpect, than our hearts can ea- 
fily devife or with; though bow and in what way, 
is to us perfectly inconceivable. 

They who have a fincere regard for God’s honor, 
and a tender concern for his church and intereft in 
the world, need fome fpecial fupport in dark and e- 
vil times. When fatan and wicked men prevail, 
and the world lies, as it were, in ruins, and looks 
no more like God’s world ; and the intereft which 
they have moft at heart, and is in a fenfe their ALL, 
feems to be almoft given up and loft. I fay, when 
things are in fuch a fituation, the hearts of God’s 
people muft fink and be difconfolate, if they had ne 
{pecial dnd fure fupport. Bur this they have in the 
truth before us. Though God is a God that bideth 
bimfelf, and bis way is in the fea, bis path in the 
great waters, and his footheps are not known: Tho’, 
in this refpect, they walk in darkne/s, and have no 
light , yet they may ¢ruft in the name of theLORD,. 
and ftay themfelves upon their God ; being affured 


‘that the wrath of man fhall' praife bim : And the 


remainder of wrath be will reftrain. Yea, they may, 
even in fuch times, REJOICE ; rejoice that the 
LORD reigneth, who looks on, and fuffers things 
to take the courfe they do, becaufe he intends ta 


‘bring GOOD out of all this evil. Let Tfrael ther 


rejoice in him that made him: Let the children 
of Zion be joyful in their KING. AM EN. 
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SIN’s being the Occafion of 
Great Goon, wo Excufe for 
Sin, or Encouragement to it. 
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But if ourUnrighteoufne/s commend theRighteoufnefs 
of God, what fhall we fay ? Is God unrighteous 
who taketh Vengeance ? (1 [peak as a Man, &c. 
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HOUGH fin is the occafion of great good ; 
| yet this affords no excufe for fin, or the leaft 
encouragement to it. 

PROP. I. Sin may be, and adtually is, the oc- 
tafion of great good. 

PROP. II; This affords no excufe for fin, or en- 
Couragement to it. 

In the pfeceeding difcourfe, the fir? propofition 
was proved and illuftrated. The /econd now comes 
under our confideration. 

This propofition, I am fenfible, is greatly oppofed 
by many. We often hear it faid by one and ano- 
ther, °° If fin is the necalion of fo much good, = 
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“it is, on the. whole, fuch an advantage to” the 
s* univerfe ; if God is hereby glorified, and the 
** world is, all things confider’d, deter than if fin 
‘* had never enter’d into it : Then fin is no crime, 
‘* and men have all imaginable encouragement to 
S“ fin, &c.’? ‘It feems ftrange that fuch perfons 
can be ignorant that they are the very fucceffors of 
thofe, who made the objection St. Paul is confront- 
ing in our text ; and are rifen up in their ftead, 
to ‘oppofe Chrig and his apoftles. That they may 
be ienfible of this, and that fuch language, which 
militates fo directly againft all God’s ways to a fin- 
ful world, may be no more heard, and their mouths 
effectually ftopped, is what I am now endeavouring. 
I hope therefore, I fhall have the ferfous and clofe 
attention of all my hearers, while | endeavour to 
confirm and illuftrate this truth, and fet it in as 
clear and ftriking a light as I am able. 
And I fhall attempt this by calling in the united 
help both of feripture and reafon. 
FIRST, I defire it may be obferved, that the 
truth of this propofitian is clearly and abundantly 
tavght’in /eripture. 
The holy biéle, the bef of books, the beft, arid 
only infallible guide to us fallen creatures, in this 
‘dark, finfpl world, in thefe important matters, af- 
fords us fufficient light and help in the point before 
us : And therefore in enquiring into it, I fhall en- 
deavour to keep your eyes on this book, and build 
all my arguments upon it. To the law and to the 
teftimony : If they [peak not according to this word, 
it 15 becaufe there is no light in them. (Ifai. vii, 20.) 
The {cripture not only teaches us in general, that 
fin is moft unreafonable, and altogether inexcu/able ; 
moft offenfive to God, and of moft dangerous coii- 


Sener: peraesons and deftructive to thofe. who 
commit 
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commit it : I fay, it notonly teachesthis ; but alfo, 
that rho/e very infiances of fin, which have been the 
occafion of the greateft good, were, at the fame 
time, \ ry offenfive and provoking to God, and 
brought his awful judgments upon thofe who were 
guilty of it ; and in many inftances proved the 
means of their eeftraction: 


What fays the feripeuse of the fin of Fofeph’s 
brethren ?—Though God meant it unto good, and 
it was the occafion of fo much good, their own con- 
fcience, which was the candle of the Lord, God’s 
witnefs in their breafts, accufed them of guilt, and 
charg’d it home upon them,when they were in dif- 
trefs. (Gen. xiii. 21, 22.) And even after they faw 
and fhared in fome of the great good that came of 
this evil, they don’t excufe themfelves for what they 
had done; neither did their father Facod, to his 
dying day, excufe them. But the guile of this fin, 
ftill lies on their confciences ; and they, by the di- 
rection of Facod their father (which is as though God 
had directed them) go and confefs their fin toFa/eph, 
and afk his forgivnefs. (Gen. 1. 15, 16, 17.) And 
though Fofeph forgave them, fo tar as “he had any 
cencern with it ; yet he plainly intimates, that they 
were very guilty in God’s fight, and muft have 

ardon of him, or they would be undone. (See 
verfes 19, 20, 21.) Aad Fofeph faid to bis bre- 
thren, fear not : For am Lin the place of God ? &c. 
As if he had faid, ‘* Fear no evil from me ; I fhall 
not take vengeance on you, for your injurious treat-, 
ment of me ; I will not put mylelf in God’s place : 
Vengeance belongeth ‘unto God, and ‘therefore I 
will not avenge myfelf. But you had need to fee 
~to it that your peace is made with God, er you may, 
expect t to feel. dis vengeance.’?- 


ArT. 
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We have another inftance of this in Pharoah. 
His fin, as we have heard,‘ was the occafion of great™ 
good. Yet his condutt is reprefented as exceeding 
vile and criminal ; moft offenfive and provoking to 
God, and that for which he was at laft dreadfully’ 
deftroyed. 

_. And the Fews putting our Lord Fefus Chrift to 
death, which was the occafion of fuch infinite good, 
is reprefented as the moft 4orrid crime, infinitely, 
provoking to God, and of deftructive confequence 
to them as anation. Of Judas, who had a great 
hand in this by betraying him unto them, our Lord 
fays, Tt had been good for that man, if be had nok 
been born, (Mat. xxvi. 24.) His own confcience 
foon felt the weight of his crime ; and in the ut- 

moft horror he confefs’d, be bad finned in betraying 
innocent blood ; caft the money he had received as 
the reward of his iniquity, down in the temple, and 
went away and hang’d himfelf ; and went fraighé 
to hell, which the {cripture {peaks of as bis own 
place. (A&. i, 25.) And there he now is, welter- 
ing in that burning lake, as a due reward for that 
horrid crime. It avails him nothing to plead, ** That 
thus it muft be that the fcripture might be fulfilled.”? . 
Ic does not in the leaft excenuate his crime, nor is 
it any relief ta him, that the innocent blood which 
he betray’*d, wafhes away the fin of the world, and 
has become the falvation of thoufand’; And the 
Jews asa nation, by the hand they had in this, 
brought upon themfelves the high difpleafure of 
heaven, and moft fevere and awful judgments ; 
which I have not room here particularly to mention. 

Thus we {ee that the fins of men, which, accord- 
ing to fcripture, God over-rules for the greateft 
good, are at the fame time exceeding criminal, and 
very provoking to Gad 5 and greatly expofe men 
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go God’s wrath, and often bring it upon them. 
From which it appears, that God being judge, fin’s 
becoming the occafion of the greateft good, does not 
at all extenuate or leffen the crime ; or render thofe 
that commit it he Jefs guilty, or afford any excufe 
to them,~ and therefore, that there is not from hence 
the leaft encouragement to fin. We here fee how 
God looks upon the niatter, and how he will treat 
men in fuch cafes: And we are fure his judgment 
is according to truth ; and confequently, that the 
propofition we are upon, is true. Therefore they 
who think that if good comes of fin, fo far fin is 
excufable, and there is no harm or danger in com- 
mitting it, are under a great and fad delufion. 
Bur, if it be needful, yet farther light~ may be 
offer’d, in this matter, from the oly feripture. This 
- will appear to all that will obferve, That *tis the’ 
vilenefs and inexcufable criminaluefs of fin, and the 
ill-defert of the finner that is the very o¢cafion, in 
many inftances, of its anfwering the good end it does, . 
according tothe account the 474/e gives of the mat- 
ter. So that if the fin was.in any degree excufabie, 
and did not render the perfon that is guilty of it in- 
finitely ill-deferving, and fo juftly expofe him to the 
dreadful wrath of God, it could not anfwer the 
good end it does. This is plain, becaufe the good ~ 
end that fin anfwers, in many inftances, is the dif- 
play of God’s glory, by his pouring out his. wrath 
on the finner, and punifhing him for it.—We have 
an inftance of thisin Pharoah. One great and good 
-end anfwer’d by his fin, was by God’s taking occa- 
sfion thereby to fhew his power, and caufe his name 
to be declared throughout all the earth, by pouring 
_ out his wrath on Pharoah, for his fin: And there- 
fore if Pharoak_had not deferved this wrath for his 
fin, this end could not have been anfwer’d by ir: 
d iin iS Satta geen Se ee Ey So 
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So we are told (Rom. ix. 22.) that the great good 
that is anfwer’d by finners obftinacy and final im- 


penitence, is by God’s fhewing his wrath, and mak- © 


ing his power known in punifhing them eternally 
for their wickednefs. What if God willing to fhew 
bis wrath, and make bis power known, &c. If fin 
was not infinitely criminal, and did not render thofe 
guilty of it infinitely ill-deferving, it would not jié 
them for that deftru&tion in which God fhews his 
wrath, and makes his power known. 

Surely all will fee how, in this cafe, the fcripture 
unites the i/-defert of the finner, aad his deftruction 
for fin, with the good end anfwer’d by it 3 unites 
them, I fay, fo that they cannot be feperated. So 
that to fay, fin’s anfwering a good end, renders it 
excufable and har™lefs, is exprefly, in words, to fe- 
perate what God has joined together : Yea, things 
which are; in their own nature, infeperably united, 
fo as neceffarily to imply each other. If God’s gla- 
rifying himfelf by punifhing fin, renders fin harm- 
lefs, and noc deferving of punifhment ; then here 
is the greatest contradiction. For if fin deferves no 
punithment, God cannot glorify himfelf in punifh- 
ing it. So that, according to this, by the good end’s 
being anfwer’d, itis at the fame time, dy i#’s being 
anfwer'd, abfolutely defeated and, not anfwered. 
~ Thus full of contradi@tion and abfurdity is fuch 
a notion as this, viz. That if fin is the occafion of 
good, it deferves no punifhment. And *tis direét- 
ly contrary to thofe feriptures which reprefeat the 
ili-defert of fin as effential, in order to anfwer the 
good end it does ; and teach, that fin becomes the 
occafion of good, in many inftances, by it’s render- 
ing men the proper fubjects of divine wrath : Which 
“ it could not do, if it’s being thé ot¢cafion “of goad, 
render’d ic harmilefs, and men excufable for com- 
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But tho’ the fcripture is thus clear and exprefs in 
- this mater, yet there may be fome, who don’t fee 
into the reafon of it: They cannot fee, why fin’s 
being the occafion of fo much good, does . not re- 
prefent it as harmlefs, and afford encouragement ta 
fin, that thofe good ends may be anfwer’d. I fhall 
therefore, ; 

SECONDLY, give the REASONS of it, and 
fhew why it is fo: Still directing your eye to the 
holy fcripture, as our help and guide. oe 

And here I afk your attention to the following 
particulars ; 
_ I. The good ends anfwer’d by fin, is no excufe 
for it, nor does in the leaft extenuate it’s guilt, be- 
cavfe fin is ftill the fame in it’s own nature, as if it 
anf{wer’d no good end. Sin, as it confifts in con- 
tradition to truth and reafon, and the law of God, 
is in it’s own nature moft unreafonable, ugly and 
hateful, and therefore criminal sad inexcufable ; and 
the confequences of it, whether goed or bad, alter 
not the mature of it. Tho’. fin be the cccafion of 
never fo much good, yet "tis in it’s Own nature a 
contradiction to truth and reafon ; and therefore is 
in itfelf odious, vile and criminal. Sin is therefore, 
_ confider'd in it’s own nature,as confifting in the az- 
reafonacle difpofition, views and aims of the finner, 
infinitely hateful to God ; and he is at an infinite 
diftance from feeling any temptation or encourage- 
ment to it. And:therefore all the good God brings 
out of fin, does not in the leaft abate his hatred of 
wt, or make him look upon it a whit the lefs cri- 
minal ; and confequently does not at all abate his 
anger at the finner, and difpofition to punifh for fia. 
And if men looked upon things in this light (as’ 
they do, fo far as they fee the truth) and had an 
an{werable difpofition of mind, they would not hate 
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fin the lefs, becaufe of the good that "tis the occa- 
fion of, or imagine themfelves at all the more ex- 
cufable therefor on this account. Moreover, 

II. It is not owing to any good tendency in fin, 
in itfelf confider’d, that it becomes the occafion of 
good, Ais fin’s being made the occafion of good, 
does not change the nature of it, fo neither does it 
alter it’s natural tendency. The natural tendency 
of fin, is to the greateft evil ; it is big with infinte 
mifchief. Sin aims and tends to difhonour God; 
and dethrone him ; to fill the world with the ut- 
moft diforder, confufion and mifery ; yea, even to 
fpoil and deftroy the univerfe : So as to make the 
whole, both creator and creatures, infinitely worfe 
than nothing. Sin ¢ends to make God infinitely 
difhonourabie, and infinitely miferable, and would 
aitually do fo, if God was not able to prevent it. 
And it tendsto make the creature eternally miferable, 
and it’s tendency to this is fo great and ftrongs; 
that. this would be the infallible confequence, if 
God did not interpofe and prevent, 

‘Now, God’s over-raling this, which tends to fo 
_ much evil, which has an unalterable and almoft 
infinite tendency to infinite evil, does not make 
this tendency to evil a whit more excufable, or the 
lefs vile and mifchievous, as it is in itfelf ; and there- 
fore in no degree removes the guilt and ill-defert of it. 
No thanks to fin, that any good comes of it : This 
is no argument in it’s favour, as it is not owing to 
it’s harmilefnels or good tendency in itfelf,but to the 
over-ruling hand of God, who by his infinite wit- 
dom and unconquerable power, turns that to goody 
which in itfelf tends only to evil, and is full of dead- 
ly poifon. 

If the condué&t of a man towards his neighbour; 
. has a-moft direét tendency in itfelf to hurt and si 
: 06 
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doe him, tho’ the mifchief is prevented by the o- 
ver-ruling providence of God, or the kind interpo- 
fition of fome wife and able friend 3 yea, is by fuch 
interpofition turn’d into the greateft good to him 5 
this does not render fuch conduct in any degree 
the more harmlefs or excufable, or in the leaft leffen 
the guilt and ill-defert of it. This truth I fuppofe 
every one difcerns, who is come to the years of dif- 
cretion, it being a plain dictate of common fenfe : 
And I fee no difficulty in applying it to the cafe 
before us. If the perfon’s conduét toward his 
neighbour, fo full of mifchief, and tending dire&- 
ly co his ruin, looks not the better in izfelf, and is 
not in the leaft more excufable, for it’s being over- 
ruled to the good of his neighbour ; then furely, » 
the good which God brings out of fin, affords no 
excufe for fin, which is in it’s own nature and ten- 
dency, infinitely miifchievous, and full of deadly 
evil. I proceed to obferve, - 

IH. As fin, in it’s own nature and tendency, is as 
odious, vile and mifchievous, as if no good came of 
it; fo the difpofition, aim and end of the finner, 
is as hateful and vile, as contrary to God and all- 
good, as if no good came of the fin he commits, 

As fin in its own nature tends to mifchief, fo the 
finner, who is the author of it, aims at that which 
is unreafonable, mifchievous and deftruétive. | If 
the finner could have his will, none of the good 
which God brings out of fin would follow, but all 
the mifchief imaginable. St. Paul tells us, ** The 
carnal mind is ENMITY againftGod. (Rom. viii. 7-) 
The difpofition of the finner, the whole bent of his 
miad is in oppofition to God, and his glory, and 
all the good that Gad is feeking. Now the dif- 
pofition and aim of the finner is not the better, be- 
caufe God prevents the ———— fought taking place, 
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and turns all into good ; but the finner’s difpofition 
and end in what he does, is-as vile, inexcufable and 
deferving of God’s wrath, as if no good _ had fol- 
lowed. | ; 

Thus, Fofepb’s brethren thought evil againft. their 
brother 3 and were difpofed to injure him. They 
car’d not for his welfare, but aim’d to put him in- 
to a ftate of fervitude and mifery, and thus prevent 
his dreams coming to pafs. Therefore their difpo- 
fition and aim in what they did, was moft unrea- 
fonable, and contrary to God’s defign, and fo to all 
that good, which their felling him was the means 
of. And now, who can have a better thought of 
the conduct of Fofeph’s brethren, or efteem their 
crime in felling him at all the iefs, becaufe of the 
good which God brought out of it, fo contrary to 
their intentions, = ) 

We are not wont, tn the leaft- to excufe men for 
their bad defigns, and their attempts cto do mifchief, 
becaufe they are not able co bring their defigns to 
pals ; and the mifchief they aim at and attempt to 
do, does not actually follow. Yea, if their difpofi- 
tion and endeavour to do mifchief, is the occafion 
of good ; this don’t excufe them in our view, 

One Verenus gave his neighbour a dofe of poifon, 
with an intent to take away his life ; and thought 
he had effected what he aimed at: But; contrary 
to his expectation and defire, by means of the fkil- 
ful application of an able phyfician, the poifonous 
dofe did him no hurt ;- but on the contrary, became 
the means of removing a dangerous difeafe he la- 
bour’d under, and fo of lengthening -out his life 
many yeats. But no thanks to Verenus for all this : 
Not one was found, who excufed him on the ac- 
count of the good his neighbour had received. No, 
the whole heighbourhood cried out of him ig 
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guilty, murderous wretch. And verily in this they 
{poke the common fenfe of all mankind ; for com- 
mon-fenfe teaches mankind, in judging how far any 
one is criminal, not to determine this o much by 
what is the confequence of what he has done, but by 
the deed itfelf which he has done, and his aim and 
defign therein. 

IV. Though every fin is made the occafion of 
great good, yet this affords not the leaft encourage- 
ment to fin ; becaufe all do not fhare in this good 5 
and no one that lives in allowed fin, has any evidence 
that it will be the occafion of good to him ; but 
has reafon greatly to fear the contrary. ; 

There are multitudes to whom fin is never the 

— occafion of any good ; but it proves to them an 
infinite evil, even their eternal undoing. ‘They are 
not the better for all the good that God brings out 
of fin. They have no benefit of the good which 
their own fins are the occafion of ; but fin proves 
to them (what it is in icfelf, and in its natural ten- . 
dency) infinitely mifchievous and deftructive. 

Thus it was to Pharoah, His wickednefs was 
the occafion of preat good ; but he had none of 
the benefit of it. His fin was as pernicious and de- 
ftructive to him, as if it had anfwer’d no good end 

ree at 


* And if jin isin its own nature, as ugly and hateful 5 and 
in its own natural tendency, as pernicious and deftructive 
to the univerfe ; and the difpofition of the finner is as vile 
ard criminal, as contrary to God and all good, as if ne 
good came of it: Thea there is as mech reafon why it 
iheuid be bated, detefted and ebhor’d ; why we fhould be 
atham’d of it, humbled for it, and renounce it for ever, as if 
God cid not over-rule it for good. And in this, GODLY 
SORROW effentially confifs. Let the chrifien confult 
his own heart, and he will doubtlefs find, that "tis in this 

_ wiew of fin he repents, and lies in the duft before God. 


Therefore, whatever GOOD comes of fin, it tends not in F 
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at all. This was the occafion of his dreadful overs 
throw, and no doubr, of his eternal perdition. This 
was the cafe with fadas: He fhar’d in none of the 
good his fin was the occafion of, but perifhed in his 
wickednefs. And this is true of every finally im- 
penitent finner. They fee not when good comes, 
and have no part or lot in this matter; but by 
their fin become veffels of wrath fitted to deftruction. 
And no one that allows himfelf in fis, has any - 
evidence that this will not be his cafe. Such have 
no reafon to determine but that every fin they.com- 
mit will coft them iafinitely dear, as they may fuffer 
God’s wrath for it to all eternity. And this they 
have all reafon to fear and expect, as the way of 
-allowed fin is the way to deftrudtion ; as. really 
fo, as if fin never anfwer’d any good end. Yea, 
they know not but the ext fix they commit will 
be theit eternal undoing, as it may provoke God to 
{wear in his wrath, that they fhall never enter into 
his reft; to give them up to inevitable ruin. 
Seeing then, the way of fin is the way to de- 
ftruction, and none that allow themfelves in fin have 
any evideace, or any reafon to expect, that fin will 
turn to their good ; but have the greateft reafon to 
fear and expect the contrary ; they have no encou- 
ragement to fin, becaufe God dees over- rule all fin 
fo as to make it the occafion of good : For what is 
this to them, fo long as, fo far as appears, they are 
~ Jike to have no part nor lot in it ? Yea, 
V. They are in the utmoft danger of having fin 
‘become an unfpeakably greater evil to them, than if 
God had not made it the occafion of fo much good. 
What God has done to bring good out of the evil 
of fin, makes fin vaftly more dreadful to thofe that 
continue in it, than it would have been had not God 
done this. Their having the offers of falvation by 
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Chrift, in confequence of this, will render their con- 
tinvance in fin much more dreadful than otherwife it 
would be. And the good that fin is the occafion of 
by being a means of Gad’s glory, and the advance- 
ment of the happinefs of the bleffed, will greatly ag- 
gravate their mifery who continue in fin ; and make 
it of vaftly more awful confequence to them, than if 
none of this good had been brought out of fin. 

This is evident ; for the more God is glorified, 
the more his perfections are difcovered to intelligea- 
cies,the more miferable they mu be,who are deom’d 
to the-eternal hatred and anger of thisGod ; for the 
more they fee of God, the more dreadful his wrath 
will be to them. And the more happinefs the blef- 
fed enjoy, the more fenfible the damned will be of 
what they have loft by fin; and confequently the 
more miferable.  _ ' = s 

Satan will doubtiefs be eternally. more miferable, 
thanif God had not taken occafion, by his introdu- 
cing fin into the world to glorify himfelfand make 
this a better world than it was before. So all men 
that continue in {in to final impenitence, will be more — 
miferable, the more good their fin is made the 
occafion of : So that this will be not only no good 
to them, but an infinite evil. 

Now furely, that which makes the continuance in 
fin infinitely more dreadful than otherwife it would 
have been, gives it a more deadly fting, and fo makes 
it more dangerous and awful, can be no encourage- 
ment to continuance in fin ; but on the contrary, 
. the greateft imaginable difcovragement. —_. 

VI. God’s bringing the greateft good out of the 
evil of fin, gives no encouragement or licence to fin, 
becaufe the method God has taken to dé~this is fo 
contriv’d, thac at the fame time it makes fin the oc- 
cafion of good, it ferves to fhew.the infinite hate- 


fulnefs _ 
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fulnefs and ill-defert of fin, and the awful confequen= 
ces of it to the impenitent finner. 

The greateft good that comes by fin, is brought 
about by the fufferings and death of Fefus Chris, “ 
the fon of God. In this way the ferpent’s head is 
bruifed, the works of the devil are deftroyed, man 
is faved and God is glorified. The death of Chri? 
redeems the world, and is the foundation of the new 
creation, which fo much exceeds the old, by which 
the world is fo much better and more glorious than 
it would have been if fin had never enter’d. Now 
by the fufferings and death of Chrift, God has dif- 
covered his hatred of fin, his inflexible refolution to 
punifh it, and the dreadfulnefs of his wrath, and fo 
the awful confequence of perifhing in fin, and fet 
them in a moft clear and ftriking hight. God has 
fhewed his frit and awful juftice, his inflexible re- 
folution to punifh fin ; fo that he will dy no means 
clear the guilty, by punifhing his own fon, when he 
efpoufed the caufe of finners, and ftood in their 
place. And inthe fofferings of the fon of God, is 
fhewn the creadfulnefs of God’s wrath ; and fo 
the awful confequence of continuing in fin: For 
if thefe things are done in the green tree, what will 
be done in the dry 2 Thus God has contriv’d that 
the very method he has taken to bring infinite good 
out of fin, fhould be above any thing elfe a means 
of difcovering how infinitely hateful and criminal 
finis ; and how certain‘and awful is the punifhment 
_ of it : And foexhibit the greateft difcouragement 

to fin, and the ftrongeft motives to holinefs. Se 

God has given a more bright and affecting ma- 
nifeftation to the world, of his hatred. of fin ; of 
the infinite ill-defert of ir, and how deftructive to 
the impenitent Goer, in the death of Chrift, than 
could have been “given in any other way. And 

: eas 
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now, how can God’s thus making fin the cccafion 
of good, be any excufe for fin, or afford the leaft 
encouragement to it? Surely, every confiderate 
perfon muft own, that God’s thus bringing good 
out of fin, is fo fac from rendering fin exculable, 
or affording any encouragement to it ; that hereby_ 
he has render’d fin moff inexcufable, and done thar, 
which tends above any thing elfe, to deter men 
from it. F 

Mankind have now, as I may fay, infinitely more 
to teach them God’s hatred of fin, and the infinite 
punifhment it deferves, the certainty of God’s pu- 
nifhing it, and the dreadfulnefs of his wrath, than 
they would have had, had he not redeem’d the world 
by Chrift. And does this encourage men in: fin? 
Surely no—nothing could have been better contrived 
to make men fland in awe, and fin not... The grace 
of_God that brings falvation from fin, and makes fin, 
the means of infinite. good by the death of Chrift, — 
is fo far from giving the leaft encouragement to fin, 
that it in the ftrongeft manner, teaches men to deny 
all ungodlinefs, and every worldly luft, and tojlive 
foberly, righteoufly and godly in this prefent world. 

Tit. ii, 42.) ‘ ie 

VII. The good that God brings out of fin, can 
be no encouragement to commit fin, becaufe as far 
as a man is inclined to fin, /o far his heart is oppo- 
fite to that good which God brings out of fin : And 
on the other hand, as far as a perfon delights in, and 
has a heart to feck and promote that good which 
God brings out of fin, fo far he has a heart to hate 
and forfake fin, and praétife holinefs. 

It is therefore one of the greateft contradi@tions to 
fuppofe, that the good which God brings out offin, 
fhould be an inducement or encouragement to com- 
gait fin, _ For this is for a man (o take encourage- 

= ment 
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ment to commit fin, from holy views and ends 3 or 
to love and choofe fin, out of lave to holinefs : 
Which forely is the greateft abfurdity and contra- 
diction imaginable. -’Tis the fame as to fay, the 
-more holy a man is, the more he is inclin’d to fin ; 
or the more he is like God, ae more ne iefernbles 
the devil ! 

The good that God brings out 1st fis fuits and 


' pleafes bis heart ; and therefore ’tis a good, agreable 


to infinite holinefs, as what that acquiefces in and 
feeks. And as far as men are pleafed with, value 
and feek that good ; fe far they are conform’d to 
infinite holinefs, 1. e. are chemfelves fo far holy: 

And therefore fo far hate fin, and renounce it: So 
Jar they are dead to fin, fin is deftroyed ia them. 
Now, what a contradiction is it to fay that sbaé 


_which deftroys fin, and roots it cut of the heart, is at 


the fame time a motive and encouragement co fin 5 
So far as a man fincerely defires and feeks the good 
which God brings out of fin, as what fuits his heart 5 


fo far he atts from right motive, and a right end: 


And therefore fo far is right, i. e. in the exercife of 
holinefs ; and confeqvently fo far hates and renoun- 
ces fin, yea cannot fin. Wow then can this promute 
fin, and be an encouragement to it? 

St. Paul argues in this manner, in anfwer to the 
fame queftion we are upon. (Rom. vi. 1, 2.) What 
foall_we fay then 2 Shall we continue in fin, that 
grace may abound ? God forbid! (fays he) How 
foall we that are dead to fin, live any longer there- 
in? Q. D. © This is an abfolute impoffibility. So 
far as you fee and feek the glory of God in the ex- 
ercife of his grace ; fo far you are dead to fin, fin 
is kill?d and deftroy’d in you : For the nature and 
tendency of fin is to difhonour God, and abufe and 


trample on his grace. Hiow then can we that are 


dead 
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dead to fin, as we are, if we defire God’s glory in 
the exercife of his grace, Jive any longer therein ? 
This would be to feck to deftroy the very thing, we 
are at the fame time feeking to' promote ; which 
is the greateft contradiction. As well may we talk 
of a dead man’s performing the functions of life : 
Yea,as well may the actions of ife {pring from death, 
as their foundation and caufe ; and fo a man ve, 
purely becaufe he is dead. - 
The carnal mind, the heart of the finner, is enmi- 
ty againft God ; and fo is an enemy to the glory of 
God, and that happinefs which confifts in holinefs, 
which God makes fin the occafion of. The heart of 
the finner, I fay, defires not this good, but is an e- 
nemy to it ; and confequently the fianer never does 
any thing with a true defign and defire to promote 
it. Therefore,though fin is the means of promoting 
this good 5 yet this neither is, nor can be any in- 
ducement to a man to commit fio ; unlefs a man 
can defire to promote that which he hates, and is a- 
beve all things averfe to ; and out of a fincere defire 
to promote it, does that, which has a moft direct ten- 
dency to the contrary, and is the moft perfect exer- 
cife of enmity againft it. 
~ Thus we fee it is abfolutely impoffible in the na- 
ture of things, that. a man fhoald do evil that good 
may come; or commit fia, that he may promote 
that good which God makes fin the occafion of ; 
And therefore impoffible in the nature of things, that 
the good which Gad brings out of fin, fhould be any 
‘encouragement to fin. Becaufe fo far as any one is 
a friend to that good, and defires and feeksit; fo far 
he is an enemy to fio, and necefiarily avoidsic: And 
fo far as he is difpofed to fin, and loves it ; fo far he 
pays no regard to the good God brings out of it 5 
but is an enemy (9 it, arerciels any one pretends, 
~ ‘ thae 
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that he does evil that good may come of it; that 

the good which Goad brings out of fin is a motive 

and encouragement to him to commit fin ; we are 

{ure it is only a pretence, and cannot be true : But he 

commits fin, becaufe he loves it, and feeks a good 

which is oppofice to that which Ged feeks in per- 
_ Mitting fin. . 

. Jofeph’s brethren, being enemies to the fulfilment 
of his dreams, which God defign’d to bring about 
by means of their felling him, could not be induced 
and encouraged to fell him for a flave, from a view 
of anfwering this end. No, they aim’d at fome- 
thing directly contrary to this ,; and if they had pre- 
tended, they fold him into flavery, out of a defire 
that his dreams might be fulfilled ; fofepb would 
have known it was a piece of grofs hypocrify. For 
if they had defired his dreams fhould come to pafs, 
they would have lov’d him, and been tender of him ; 
and therefore would have had no heare to exercife 
that cruelty towards him, they were guiity of. 

This may be further illuftrated (if it is not plain 
enough already) in the inftance of Pharoah. It was 
‘impoffible that he fhould do as he did, if he had de- 
fir’d and fought the good God intended to anfwer by 
him. Ifthe had defir’d that God’s name fhould be 
glorified, and his church and people be fafe and hap- 
py, he would not have refufed to hearken to the 
GOD of the Hebrews, nor trample on his authority, 
and bid defiance to him as he did ; but would have 
cheerfully obeyed all hiscommands. And he would 
not have opprefled J/rael as he did: And therefore 

“it was not poffible be fhould commit the fin he did, 

with a defign and defire that this good might come 
of it. No he was an enemy to that good which 
God defign’d ; and therefore affed like an enemy, 
one conus i S's eee 
i n 


uo Excufe to the Sinner. 43> | 


And this is the cafe with all that live in fin. 
They love fin, and commit it, becaufe they are ene- 
mies to the good which God brings out of fin. On- 
ly make them friends to that good, and their aims 
and defigns conformable to Gad’s, and this will cure 
them of allowing themfelves in fin, and make them 
renounce it fotever. Therefore, f fay, it is abfolute- 
ly impoffible that a man fhould allow himfelf io fin, 
that good may come of it ; (I mean the good that 
God defigns by fin.) And therefore whatever pre- 
tences any may make to this, we may be fure it’is 
not fo. : . 

Indeed, men aim at and feek GOOD, in all the 
fin they commit. Something, which appears to 
them to be good ; which they aim to obtain by fin, 
is always the motive and inducement to fin.. But 
this is always a good, which is net only of a differ- 
ent kind from that which God feeks, but direétly 
contrary to it. 

But here the following queftion may arife in the 
minds of fome, viz. ; 

QUEST. If God permits fin for the fake of the 
good he brings out of it ; and fo aims at this good 
in permitting fin: Why may not men aim at the 
Jame good in committing fin; and fo fin for the fame 
end for which God permits it? How can it be im- 
poffible for a man to aim at the fame thing in com- 
mitting fin, that God aims at in permitting it? 

ANS. That this cannot be, is owing to the nature 
of fin itfelf. *Tis becaufe fin is what it is 5 viz. 
An oppofition to God in bis ways, bis inclinations, 
ends ana defigns. In this, fin effentially confifts 5 
~ even in the oppofition of men’s hearts, in their in- 
clinations and ends, to God’s inclination and defigns. 
Therefore, when it is afk’d, Why a man cannot © 
commit fip, for the fame end, for which God per- 
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mits it? It is juft the fame as to afk, Why a man 
may not have the fame end and defign that God has, 
in that very aét which confilts in oppcfing God’s aims 
and defigns ? That is, Why a man’s aims and defigns 
may not be the fame with God’s, which at the fame 
time are perfectly contrary thereto? Which is no o- 
ther than to afk, Why the moft perfeét contradicti- 
on may not be confiftent ? 

The more men’s:inclinations, ends and defigns, 
ate conformable to God’s, and the more they fee 
what the inclination of God’s heart is, and under- 
ftand his ends and defigns ; the more they are 
pleas’d with them and with all God’s ways, and the 
more they fee God’s wifdom is permitting fin: And 
therefore, the more pleas’d they are with his per- 
mitting fin, for the ends he does. But this is fo far 
from making them like fin, or love it, and be well- 
pleafed with its ; that the more they are pleas’d with 
God’s conduct in permitting fin, the more they hate 
fin, the more contrary it is to their hearts. God is 

‘infinitely Boly in permitting fin: And the more ho- 
ly men are, and fo, the more they hate fin, the more 
well-pleas’d they are with Gad’s permitting fin,and 
the more they fall in with his defigus herein. 

St. Paul, now in heaven, » ‘approves “of, and is 
pleas’d with Gad’s permitting fin, for the fake of 
the good he makes it the occafion of, in a much 
higher degree than when on earth. He is perfeé#ly 
pleas’d with it now. And the more he is pleas’d 
with it, and falls in with God’s ends and defigns 
herein, the further he is from finning, and the more 
impoffible it is that he fhould be guilty of it. 

Thus I have endeavoured to lay before you, my . 
hearers, the evidence of the propofition I undertook 
to prove. And now leave it with every one of you 
to judge for yourfelves ; Whether there is not evi- 

dence 
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dence enovgh from fcripture and reafon, abundant- 
ly to convince every honeft, attentive mind, that 
fin’s being the occafion of the greateft good, affords 
no excufe for fin: And whether it has sot been now 
even demonstrated, that this can give no encourage- 
ment to fin. 
I have dwelt the longer on this point, becaufe I 
think’ it of importance that it fhould be well under- 
ftood. May the great head of the church grant 
that we all may de filled with the knowledge of bis 
will, in ail wifdom and fpiritual underftanding , that. 
we may prove what is that good, and acceptable,and 
perfet will of God: And fo have a heart-to under- 
ftand and approve all God’s ways: AMEN. 
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But if ourUnrighteoufuefs commend the Righteoufnefs 
of God, what fball we fay ? Is God unrighteous 
who taketh i Temgtanes 2 = I Seeak as @ Man,) &c. 


HAT fin is the occafion of great mud. even 
fo much, that there is more good in the uni- 
verfe than would have been, had there been 

no fin: And that this being the cafe, affords no 
excufe for fin, or the leaft encouragement to it, are 
the truths which have been confider’d, illuftrated and 
confirm’d in the foregoing difcourfes on thefe words« 
‘What now remains is the 


IMPROVEMENT. 
The view we have had of this fubject opens the 
way to the following remarks. 
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REMARK I. God’s boline/s is exercifed even in 
the permiffion of fin. God’s permitting fin was as 
high an exercife of holinefs, as any we can think of. 
This remark is grounded on what has been obferv’d 
and prov’d, viz. That fin is the eccafion of pro- 
moting the greateft good of the univerfe. 

The holinefs of God primarily confifts in LOVE, 
or benevolence to himfelf, and tc the creature ; in 
the exercife of which, he feeks his own glory, and — 
the happinefs of the creature: Or, in one word, he 
feeks the good of the UNIVERSE, as comptehend- 
ing both creator and creatures. And this God aim- 
ed at and fought in permitting fin, as much as in any 
act whatever ; and therefore this was an exercife of 
holinefs,even to permit fin. For God permitted fin, be- 
caufe he faw that this was the beft way to promote this 
end,.and accomplifh the higheft good of the univerfe. 

If this was not the cafe; if there is not, on the 
whole, more good'in the univerfe, than there would 
have been, if God had not permitted fin to enter 
into the world ; then it cannot be thewn, how it is 
confiftent with God’s holineis to permit fin. But 
if this is the cafe, as the {cripture reprefents it to be ; 
then the permiffion of fin is not only confffent with 
God’s holinefs, but God’s mot permitting it would 
be inconfiftent with holinefs : For not to permit fia 
in this cafe, would be to neglect and flight the great- 
‘eft good, and prefer it to a lefs 3 which is inconfift- 
ent with true love to the univerfe. ‘The permiffion 
of fin therefore is fo far from being inconfiftent with 
God’s holinefs, that his holinefs influenced him to 
permit fin, and herein is eminently exercifed, and 
glorioufly manifefted. 

OBJ. But God could not permit fin out of love 
to ALL ; for fin certainly is not for the good of 
g/t, but proves the eternal ruin of multitudes. a 
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ANS. ‘The greateft good of the whole, may be 
inconfiftent with the good of every individual. 
God fecks the greateft good of the whole : This bis 
holinefs, his love to himfelf and the creation, leads 
him to. {t dees not follow that there is, on the 
whole, lefs good in the univerfe by means of fin 5 

ecaufe fome, yea, a great number are eternally 
miferable by it. Notwithftandiog this, God may 
be more glorifed ; yea, there may be more happi- 


nefs among creatures, than if fin had never taken» 


place. For though fin is the means of the eternal 
‘mifery of many, yet it may be the means of incree- 
fing the happinefs of others to fo great a degtce, as 
‘that, upon the whole, there fhall be more happi- 
nefs, than if there had been no fin. § ey 
- OBJ. But where is the ju/tice of making a num- 
-ber miferable, in order to promote the good of o- 
thers 3 even though we grant there is, upGn the 
whole, more good than if there had been no fin 
ANS. They who are made milferable by fn, are 
- juftly miferable. Sin is their own fault; and for tt 
they deferve eternal deftrudtion : And therefore God 
does them no wrong in cafting them into hell; they 
have but their defer, And the good that fin is 
the means of to others, does not alter the cafe as to 
them, and make their mifery unjuft. We may ap- 
ply co this cafe the words of Sc. Paul (Rom. xi. 
22.) Here we may bebold the goodnefs and feverity 
of God ; On them which fall into deftruction, feve- 
rity ; but on them which are faved, goodnefs. God 
exercifes feverity towards fome 3 butit isa juh fever 
rity: °Tis as juft as if no good came to others by 
means Of fin. 
: Cen ee 
is i aracex to the reader, he mey find this matter 
: siceaioataua fet in a clear naa bpaiae! view by the Rev. 


Mr. Bellamy, in his fermons on The ewifdom of God in. the 
“Dore tIron of fin: lately publifhed. a ; 
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Let none then object againft God’s permitting 
fin, as if it was inconfiftent with his holinefs ; as if 
it made him the author of fin, and reprefenting him 
as delighting in fin, &c. For it is moft evident 
to thofe who will impartially confider the matter, 
that God’s holinefs is as much exercifed, and as re- 
ally appears in his permitting fin, as in any of hig 
conduct whatfoever, 

If any fhould here fay, that I miftake the matter 3 
that thefe objections are not made againft God’s per- 
mitting fin, This is a faé# that none can difpute s 
And ail muft grant, God may permit fin and yet 
be holy. God had a right to permit fin, as he was 
by no means obliged to withhold all his creatures 


- from finning. 1 fay, if any fhould talk in this 


form, I would afk, what it is then that they object 
againft, as inconfiftent with God’s holinefs ? 

Do they objeét againft God’s permitting fin, for 
the fake of the good be faw he could make it the occa- 
fion of ? Do they think ¢bis inconfiftenr, with God’s 
holinefs, that he fhould aim at a good end in permit- 
ting fin? Surely none can think fo 5 for God’s holi- 
nefs in permitting fin ¢ox/ifs in_his aiming at, and 
fecking good thereby. So thatGod’s permitting fin 
for the fake of the good that fheuld come thereby, is 
fo far from being inconfiftent with his holinefs, that 
it is the very thing in which his holinefs is exercifed 
in permiting fin: And if he could permit fin, and 
aim at and feek no good thereby 3 there weuld be 
no holinefs in permitting fio ; Yea, it would be ins 
confiftent with holinefs, 

To fay, That God’s feeking good by the pers 
miffion of fin, is inconfiftent with -his holinefs, is the 
fame as to fay, That God's exercifing holinefs, ig 
inconfiftent with bis holinefs ; and therefore in osdeg 
#9 b¢ holy, he mutt ceafe to exercife holing!s;——_ 
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And if God’s aiming at good in. permitting fin is 


not the thiag they objet againft, What is it chen? 


Where is the difficulty ? What is there in God’s 
pérmigsing fin, that fhould make him the author of 
in¢—— 

Is God’s DETERMINING to permit fin the 
thing that is inconfiftent with holiaefs ? Are there 
any who allow thatGod may permit fin, and be wife 
and holy in fo doing ; but at the fame time imagine 
his determining to permit fin is inconfiftent with his 
holinefs, makes him the author of the fin he deter- 
mines to permit ? 

One would think, none could make a difficulty 
of this, and think and talk in this form, if this did~ 
not feem to be afzally the cafe with fome. They 
make great objections againft /ometbing , and re- 
prefent it as a horrible doctrine, inconfiftent with 
God’s holinefs, making him the author of fin, and 
what not! And when the matter comes to be ex- 
amined to the bottom ; the thing they object againft 
is, God’s determining to permit fin. They own God 
has actually permitted fin; but will not believe 
God ever determined to commit it ; becaufe this re- 
fle&ts on his moral character, and makes him the 
author of fin. ; 

To remove this difficulty therefore, I would fay 
a few words ; : 

Firft, | would afk, Whether any can poffibly con- 
ceive of God’s permitting fin, without determining 
to permit it ? Surely God determines to do, all he 
does, ‘Therefore to fay, God did not determine to 

“permit fin, is the fame as to fay, He did not permit - 
fin. If then God has permitted fin, he certainly de- 
‘ termined to permit it. : 

Secondly, If God had a right to permit fin, and is 
wife and holy in fo doing ; then he had a right to 
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determine to permit fin, and is wife and holy in deter- 
mining to permit it. If any piece of conduét, is, in 
itfelf proper and wife s then determining to conduct 
fo, cannot be wrong. Therefore to fay, That God’s 
determining to permit fin is not wife and holy, is to 
fay, That permitting fin is not wife and holy. For 
there can be no harm in determining to do that, in 
doing which there is no harm : But on the contrary, 
a’ determination to do that which is wife and holy, is 
a wife and holy detes mination. : . 

Sotne may perhaps think, I have not touch’d the 
difficulty there is in this matter yet. They believe 
God has permitted fin for wife and good ends, and 
therefore that he determin’d to permit it. But, they 
fay, fome hold that God DECREED to permit fin 5 
and it is God’s DECREE in this cafe, which they 
objet againft, as little better than blafphemy, as it 
feems to make God the author of fin. : 

To this I would fay, I am willing to leave the 
word DECREE out of the queftion, and not to in- 
fift upon it, or fo much as mention if, as *tis a word. 
that is become hateful and frightful to many. They 
have, by fome means or other, affixed fuch horrible. 
ideas to it, that it cannot be ufed without giving 
them great difguft. I indeed fuppofe that to decree. 
to permit fin, and to determine to permit it, is pre- 
cifely one and the fame thing ; they being only two 
different words to denote one and the iame idea. 
However, I am willing to drop the word decree, and 
have no contention about it. They who are recon- 
ciled to God’s permitting fin, and his doing it for 
wife and good ends ; and fo believe that this is not 
inconfiftent with his holinefs ; but that the permiffi- 
on of fin is itfelf an exercife of infinite holinefs ; they 
confent to all I am endeavouring to make evident in 
this remark. And eons they may be infenfible 
s : 
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of it, they indeed cosfent to all that is implied in 
the doctrine of God’s decreeing to permit fin... And 
what then is become of the frightful objection againft 
the doctrine of God’s decrees, as if it made God the 
author of fin, which we fo often hear from great and 
{mall, learn’d and unlearn’d ?—I truft, it cannot 
ftand the teft of fcripture and reafon , but being 
impattially examined, appears groundiefs and moft 
abfurd : Which I humbly think is in fome meafure 
manifeft by what is faid above, 
+ The truth is, all chis noife is, at bottom, made a- 
gainft God's permitting fin: By proving God’s ho- 
linefs in ¢is therefore, the objection is wholly de- 
molifhed. * 

I think 


* Tam aware it will be faid, «¢ That a/] rbis does not vindi- 
cate the doftrine of God’s decrees: For though ene ob- 
jectiun is given up, and itis granted that this does not 
make God the author of fin 5 yet it takes away all blame 
from man, and makes it impoflibie that chere fhould be any 
fach thing as fin in the univerfe. For God’s decree takes 
away all LIBERTY from man, and therefore he cannot 
fin in what he does.”— 

ANS. What if Ged determined to make man FREE, and/ 
to permit him to fin in the exercife of his freedom; does 
this rake away man’s liberty ? Strange! If Gods decrering 
to make man free, and to permit him to fin in the exercife 
of this liberty, fhould sake away all liberty : As ftrange at 
leaft, as if God’s determining to make man, and give him 

. exiftence, fhould eternally deprive him of being. 

OBJ. What Ged has decreed, will certainly come to pais: 
And therefore introduces a NECESSiT7 Y, which is incon- 
fiftent with liberty ; and fo with virtue or vice. When 
therefore you fay, God decreed to permit man to fin, in the 
exercife of his liberty ; you are guiity of 4 contradiction in 
terms, and fuppofe that which is impoflible, viz. that the ~ 
certainty implied in God’s decree, is confiftent with liberty, 

ANS. Pleafe to mind, that this obje€tion is made as much a- 
gaint Gods fore- knowiedge, as his decrees : For fore-know- 
ledge fuppofes and implies the certainty of the actions fore- 
known, as much as any decree can dg, But how will you 
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I think it of importance that all fhould be con- 
Vinced of this: If therefore v hat has been faid affords 
any light and evidence:to this truth, the labour is 
not loft. 7 Pd, Mi as Puts : 

Ild REMARK, Goa’s will in permitting fin is 
perfectly confitent with bis boly law, which be hath 
given unto man, or bis revealed will, 

Some have been unable to reconcile thefe together, 
and make them confiftent.. But what has been faid 
on this fubject, I think, removes the difficulty and 
helps us to fee the confiftency and perfe& agree- 
ment between thefe two. 

- The fum of what God requires of man in his law, 
is love to God, and love to man (Matth, xxvii. 37, 
38, 39.) Which love is principally exercifed in de- 
firing and feeking God’s glory and the good of man. 

‘But God in permitting fin, defired and fcught his 
own glory and the good of man ; and therefore ex- 
ercifed the fame difpcfition, that his law requires of 
man ; and willed and chofe the fame thing, which 
he requires man to will and choofe in his law. And 

“therefore, the more a man obeys God’s law, reveal- 
ed in his word, the nearer conform’d he is to God’s 
difpofition and will, which he exercifed in the per- 
miffion of fin; 4h 

- Now 


prove that the cerraiaty of future aftions and events is in- 
confient with liberty ? On which the objeétion is wholly 
built. Prove this and the 4is/e will be overthrown at once, 
and the common fenfe of mankind will appear to be a meer 
delufion. The 4;d/e¢ is, as it were whoily plan’d on the 
fuppofition of the certainty of all the future actions of men : 
It reprefents God as fore-knowing all things ;: and predicts 
millions of a€tions ; and reprefents men as free in thofe very 
aétions, that are pointed ont before-hand. And do man- 
kind, in order to determine, whether a man is free in what 
he does, firft enquire, what degree of Certainty there was, 
that he would aét juft as he has done? Surely no. This 
Sbyectton thercfore is directly contrary to the dié/e, and all 
#eaton. Ae ag SRSA 
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Now this being fo *tis a conclufive argument, that 
God’s will in permitting fin, is the fame, or perfect- 
ly confiftent with his will:revealed in his law. For 
*tis a maxim that never fails, “ That if any two 
things:agree with a third, they. alfo agree with one 
another.’ If therefore the holinefs of man, which 
is a conformity. to God’s law, ‘is alfo a conformity 
to God’s difpofitios and will'exercifed in permitting - 
fin ; then God’s difpofition and will in permitting 
fin, and his law, are ‘conformable one to the otter. 

God’s permiffion of fin was an act of benevolence 
to the univerfe, in which he fought the ggod of be- 
ing in general. The fum of what God’s law re- 
quires of man, is benevolence to being in general, 
Therefore God's law is a true expreffion of his dif- 
pofition and: will, which he exercifed’in permitting 
fin, and is indeed the very ‘fame will expreffed and 
revealed, requiring man to conform thereto. Or 
thus sate 


God feeks his own Blory. and the good of the 
creature, in permitting fin ; aad fo his permitting © 
fin is an exercife of holinefs.. But-if God’s difpofiti- 
on and will exércifed in the. permiffion of fin, is-a 
holy difpofition and will; then it muft be agreeable 
to his revealed will, for that is a holy will. God’s 
revealed will is but 29 expreffion of his holinefs ; and 
therefore ’tis but an expreffion of that hvlinefs, which 
he exercifed in. permitting fin, which confifted in his 
ifpofition:and will ; and confequently is perfectly . 
agreeable to it. ; sda 

I truft: my hearers fee the force of this argument, 
which I am endéavouring to ftate. The argument 
cannot be got rid of, I think, but by denying chat 
‘God feeks the general good of the-univerfe in per- 
sitting fin, which i treft none will do, who believe 
4 : ‘ athe 
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the Bible, and have any right notions of the per- 
fections of God. * ' 


Illd REMARK. What caufe bave we to admire 
and adore the WISDOM of God, whith is fo glori- 
oufly exercifed and difplay’d in making fin whith is 
the greateft evil, the occafion of the greatef# food : 
And in doing this, exhibits the greatef? imaginable 
difeouragement to fin, and the ftrongeft motives to 
bolinefs } : 

Well may we join with St. Pau/, and cry out, 
O the depth of the riches both of the knowledge and 
wifdom of God ! Satan thought, when he had fe- 
duced man, he had gain’d his-point ; had difappoint- 
ed, and as it were out-done and over-match’d the 
Almighty, and fpoiled, and rob’d him of the world 
he had made. How, may we imagine, the o/d fer- 
pent, {well’d with pride, and vaunted, himfelf on 
this occafion ! The good angels, doubtlefs, beheld 
what was done, with a fort of aftonifhment and fur- 
prize, and thought the world ruin’d and loft. And 
no creature could conceive, how the mifchief could 
be retrieved, and all this evil turn’dinto good. But 
GOD look’d on, and as it were faid, 


‘© Saian 


*. And is not this fuffictent for ever to filence the common 
objeGtion againi the doctrine of God’s decrees, viz. That 
accordixg to this, God bas a fecret wiil which is coutrary ta 
bis revealed will ? For if God’s permitting fin is not con- 
trary to his revealed will, then his determining or decresing 
to permit it, is nor, 

This objection againft the dodtrine of God’s decrees, has been 
usged by many noted writers, with as much confidence, 
and thew of boafted reafon and argument, as any thing that 
has been edvanced in oppofition to the peculiar doétrines 
of Calvanifm. And, perhaps, ALL that has been faid in 
eppolition to thefe doctrines, will appear as weak and ab- 
fard, as I truft this now does, whenever the voice of Stripa 
tere and reason hall be {uitably atsended to. eat 
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** Satan thinks he has crofs’d and out-done mé 
*€ now, and lots on an eternal triumph. But e thalt 
‘* be wholly difappointed and defeated ; andit thall 
‘© appear in the end, that he has by this only been 
** an inftrument of promoting my great and good” 
** defigns. Sin, which above all things, ftrikes at 
‘* my thrones aims to difhonour me, and in its own 
** nature has a direct tendency to fpoil and ruin the 
** works of my hands ; and which is in itfelf infi- 
** nitely mifchievous and hateful ; Even this greateft 
*©and moft deadly evil, I will make the fpeciat 
** means of my own exaltation and honor. From 
‘© ¢bis I will take occafion to fill the earth with my 
** glory, and make it a much better world than it 
“© was before: And herein I will manifeft and dif- 
“* play my infinite wifdom, to be matter of enter- 
‘© tainment, wonder and admiration to millions, ta 
*© all eternity.”” ~ 
And God by thus exalting and glorifying himfelf, 
and happifying the redeemed by means of fin, has. at 
the fame time condemned fin ; fhewn his hatred of it, 
and reveal’d his wrath againft it: And fet this in a far 
more convincing and ftriking light, than he wou!d 
have done, if he had not thus brought geod out of fin, 
This God has done, by bringing all this about by 
the fufferings and death of Chrift. If the finner had 
been faved. without any fatisfaction made to divine 
juftice, and regard to the honor of God’s law, which 
by fin was violated ; fin would not have been fuffi- 
ciently condemned : But the holy law of God would 
rather have been difgraced. In this therefore, there 
would have been no manifeftation of God’s holinefs 
and hatred of fin. But by faving finners, through 
the fufferings and death of Cbrift, God’s juftice and 
holinefs thine brighter, than if there had never been 
any fin, or all Sinners had been damngd eg 
AG 
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And God’s hatred of fin, and love of righteoufnefs, 
are fet in the moft advantageous light: And the 
evil nature of fin, and the infinitely dreadful confe- 
quence of continuing in fin, appear in the cleareft 
and moft affecting view : Tending aboveall things. 
to make mien affraid of fin, and lead them to hate 
_ It, and renounce it for ever. 

The gofpel is fo calculated to difcourage fin and 
promote holinefs, at the fame time that it. brings the 
greateft good out of fin; that whoever underftands 
it, and believes the truth of it, is thereby transform= 
ed into the holy image of God. (2 Cor. iii. 18.). 
Thus the gofpel is fo far from encouraging fin, that 
*tis the great inftrument in the hand of God of turn- 
ing men from fin to holinefs. Yea, God hath fo 
contriv’d things in the gofpel, that it becomes the 
means of making men much more holy than they- 
would. have been, if they never had finned ; and it 
advances their happinefs by difcovering God’s. holi- 
nefs, and promoting their’s, ; 

Ged has fo contrived things, that fin is not only 
the eccafion of difplaying his holinefs ; but the oc 
cafion of more holinefs in the creature, than if it had 
never taken place. How ?s fatan difappointed and 
defeated herein! While his fin, and the fin which 
he introduced among mankind, is made the means. 
of a moft bright difplay of God’s holinefs ; and of 
filling heaven with more holinefs, and fo with more 
happinefs to all eternity, than otherwife there would 
have been. 

How infinitely above all creatures in wi/dom does 
God appear in this work ! This is by way of emi- 
nency, THE WISDOM. OF GOD ; as-St. Paul. 
ftiles it (1 Cor. i. 24.) Well may we then rejoice 
and glory in this gofpel, and fay withSt. Pau/ (Rom, 

_ 4, 169 137,.18.) Lam os afoamed of the gofpel of 
ee! 
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Chrift : For therein is the righteoufne/s of God re= 
vealed. And at the fame time the finner is faved 
from fin by faith in Chrift, the wrath of God is, in 
the cleareft manner, revealed from heaven againft 
all ungodlinefs and unrighteoufne/s of men. - : 
Into thefe things the angels defireto look. And 
*tis bere that they fee and learn the manifold wifdom 
of God. (Eph. iii. 10.) 
~- Indeed, this is feen but én part now by angels and 
men. The more bright difplay of it will be made 
at the confummation of all things ; when this work 
of Gad fhali be browght to perfection, and the good 
that fhall be brought out of fin, fhall be feen in all 
its fulnefs and glory. And as the Jews, to whom 
the wickednefs of Haman was the occafion of fo 
much good, had their forrow turn’d into joy, and 
their mourning into a good day,—and had many a 
day of feafting and joy upon this cccafion: 
So fhall #4is be the oceafion of joy among millions, 
while they give all the praife and glory tothe ONLY 
WISE GOD, through Jefus Chrift, for ever and 
ever. 
I fhall in the next place improve this fubjeé&t in 
expoftulating a little with two forts of perfons, 
FIRST, With thofe who will not alow that God 
makes fin the occafion of good, and that he did 
therefore permit fin, that he might bring good out 
of it, and fay that fuch a doctrine gives a full licence, 
yea the greateft encouragement to fin. Such per- 
fons, whenever they hear this doctrine taught, cry 
out of it as tending to encourage fin. They fay, 
**Tf thisis true, then the beft way is for all to fin as 
much as they can, that good otay come of it ; for 
‘the more fin the better, 8zc.”? 
If fuch perfons well confider’d what has been faid 
on this fubject, I think they muft be convinced of 
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the grofs and dangerous miftake they have made. 
And that this convi@tion may be faftned on the 
mind of every fuch one, | would offer the follow- 
ing things by way of expoftulation. — 

I. I intreat you to confider, how contrary to all 
reason this is. cn 

It has been proved, I think, beyond all contra- 
.diétion, That though fin is made the occafion of 
the greateft good 5 yea, though all things confider’d, 
‘there is more good in the univerfe than if fin bad 
not enter’d : Yet this does not render fin at all the 
lefg criminal, or afford any excufe to it: But, on 
the contrary, it appears undeniably evident that God 
has taken fuch a method to bring good out of fio, 
that he has hereby exhibited to all intelligencies, the 
greateft poffidle difcouragements to fin, and fet it in 
a moft odious and criminal light. Yea, itis evident 
to a demonftration, that it is in the nature of things 
abfolutely impoffible that any one fhould be induced 
to fin by the gcod that God brings out ofit. And 
will you /#// go on to affert, that God’s bringing 
good out of fin, is an encouragement to it, and gives _ 
full liberty to all to go on in fin ?—If you do fo, you 
muft, fo far as I can fee, firft lay afide your own 
reafon and confcience ; and will hereby prove that 
you are not to be reafon’d with. For it is in vain 
to reafon with men, who will pay no regard te 
Jeafon. 

II. Confider how contrary this is to the Boly 
feripture. 

Nothing is clearer in the bible, than that God 
brings good out of fin, and that God permits fin for 
the take of the good he makes it the eccafion of. 
The bible is builc on this plan. In this confifts the 
glorious work of redemption, which is the chief 
fubje& of the whole bible : In this the wifdom and 
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glory of God appear, and are difplay’d ; and on this 
all our well-grounded hopes are built : The great 
good we hope for, is a good, that is to be broughe 
out of fin. And the bibdle teaches us, at the fame 
time, how odious and criminal fin is, and offers the 
greateft difcouragements to fin, and motives to ho- 
linefs. Our text is moft direétly againft you. If 
you will carefu'ly read it over, you will find your- 
felves pointed out, and exprefly condemned in it, 
I don’t fee how you can well make a declaration 
more contrary to the bible, than é4is which is fo of- 
ten found in your mouths. and it is quite evident 
that you cannot really like fuch a book as the bible 
\ is; however you may pretend, or even yourfelves 
shink you do. 


III. Such would do well to corfider, how very 
difhonourable this is to GOD; yea, how directly 
they fpeak againft him, : 

That Gin is come into the world, and that the 
world is full of it, they cannot deny. But they will 
not allow that God permitted it; but it came in 
contrary to his will and defign, as what he could not 
prevent, Or if he did permit it, they will not al- 
Jow him to have any good end in permitting it; but 
hé permitted fin, he knew not why, or rather for 
fome bad end! For at the fame time it would have 
been better if he had not permited it! And now he 
has permitted fin, out of no good end, or fince fin 
has come into the world in fpite of him, as he could 
not prevent it; they will not allow him, to make 
the def of it, and bring good out of it : Becaufe, if 
_ he does fo, he will excule and juftify.the finner, and 
give allimaginable encouragement to fin, and make 
himfelf unreafonable and unrighteous in forbidding 
and punifhing it! ae 

And 
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And now, What a deity, what a God is this ! 
Surely this is not the ¢rue GOD.—-How impotent 
and weak, how contemptible is fuch a God ! How | 
difappointed, and unhappy, while outdone, con- 
quer’d and triumph’d over by his greateft enemy 5 
and he not able to help himfelf ! If things were fo, 
they would be fo far, juft as the devil would have 
them. He would be glad to fill the world with fin, 
in {pite of God : He would rejoice to have God’s 
hands tied, fo that he could not prevent fin. Or if 
he could prevent it, and fo it muft come in by his 
permiffion, he would have God permit it without 
propofing any good end init; or without being a- 
ble to anfwer any by it. The devil would be glad 
to have it fo, that God could not bring any good 
out of fin, without at the fame time encouraging 
fin, and excufing the finner. Thus, this fets the 
devil up, as doing his will, at leaft on earth, and as 
having power above the almighty ! Power to fill the 
world with fin and mifchief, which God could not 
prevent! Or if he could, now he has fuffer’d it to 
take place, can by no means help himfelf in the mat- 
ter, by making it anfwer fome good end. 

What mean and unworthy notions muft fuch have 
of God! They degrade him almoft as low as the i- 
dols of the heathen, which have eyes, but {ee not ; 
hands, but handle not ; feet, but walk not, &c. 
They reprefent him, either as not feeing the bad 
confequences of fin, or unable to prevent them, tho’ 
they were feen, or bring any good out of fin: And 
fo as having, in a great degree, loft the world he 
had made ! 

God grant none of us may have fuch difhonour- 
able thoughts of him ! No, ** OUR GOD is in the 
** heavens,—he hath done whatfoever he pleafed, 
$* He doth according to his will in the army of hea- 
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“© ven, and among the inhabitants of theearth: And 
** none can ftay his hand, or fay unto him, What. 
‘$§ doeft thou ? And thofe that walk in pride, he is 
Sable to abafe.*? He was infinitely able to keep 
fin out of the world he had made; and confequente- 
ly He permitied it td take place, and that becaufe he 
faw it would be the oceafion of the greateft good, 
an. advantage to the univerfe. And he is continu- 
ally governing the world, and ordering all events fo 
as to anfwer the great and good ends, he propofed © 
in the permiffion of fin: And willin che end, com- 
pleatly accomplifh all the purpofes and defires of his 
heart. And at the fame.time he brings good out of 
- fin, he more clearly difcovers his hatred of fin, and 
it’s defert, and exhibics greater difcouragements to 
fin, and ftronger motives to holinefs, than if no good 
had been brought out of fin. The devil fhall be ut- 
terly and perfe&tly defeated and overthrown, with 
all finally impenitent finners, and God fhall be glo- 
rified by all they have done; and ele& angels and 
men fhali reap advantages from it to al] erernity, 
That SUCH a GOD reigns, may well be matter of 
joy to all: And let thofe who think and fpeak a- 
gaint him, repent and reform, and give glory to 
GOD.° % Dis sage 
SECONDLY, I would expoftulate in a word or 
two, with thofe who make a handle of this deétrine, | 
that fin anfwers fome good ends, to excufe and en- 
courage themfelves and others in fin. They take 
it for grantec that all fin anfwers fome good end, 
and profefs to believe that this is a doctrine of the 
bible ; and often fpeak of this as a palliation and ex- 
cufe for their fin, and the fin of others; and as 
if chis was an inducement to it. Now fuch (if any 
_fuch are here) are dc fired ferioufly to confider the 
following things. 


1. By 
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1. By drawing, and a@ting upon fuch a confequence, 
"you renounce the bible: For, as has been fhewn, 
nothing can be more contrary to the feripture than 


this. Now by renouncing the bible, you renounce — 


the doctrine from whence you pretend to draw this 
. confequence, and take encouragement to fin; and 
fo build upon nothing at laf: For in your very 
building, you pull down the foundation you pretend 
to build upon. ‘* The bible,’? you fay ‘* teaches 
that fin is made the occafion of good. ** Very well 
fo it does, ‘* Wellthen,”? you fay, ‘¢ this is a great 
‘encouragment to fin: Let us fin that good may 
come.” -But this you know the bible difallows of. 


And if the bible is not to be minded in this cafe, -~ . 


then it is not to be depended upon. when it reveals 
the doctrine from which you draw this confequence, 
“and encourage yourfelf to fin, Thus men muft con- 
tradic&t tbemfelves, as well as the bible,-in order to 
make any fuch improvements of this doctrine. 

If. Yow do not value and defire that good which’ 


God brings out of fin; and therefore never felt any 


encouragement from this to fin: As it has been 
proved, that no man ever did, or poffibly can do, 
As therefore you pretend to that whichis impoffible, 
it is nothing but pretence and hypocrify in you. 


You care nothing abouc Gad’s glory, and the holi-° 


nefs and happinels. of the angels and faints: You 
are after a good of your own, which has’no relation 
to this good. If you could promote a million de- 

grees of the good, which God makes fia the occafi- 
on of, by lifting up your finger, you would not do 
it. Surely then, this was never any encouragement 
to you to fin. 

dL. They who: thus: mute this doctrine, are cer= 
tainly i in the way toeternal deftruction. And if you 
contiaue thus to abufe this glorious truth of the gof- 
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pel all your days, you wili fall under the condemna- 
tion denounced againft fuch in the text ; and the 
juttice of God will thine bright in your eternal dam- 
nation. You will sot fee when good comes, or have 
any part or lot.in this matter, as your heart is nof, 
right with God, but in direét oppofition to him. 
You will be fhut out in darknefs, where there is weep- 
ing, wailing and gnafhing of teeth, But CHRIST’s 
throne fhail be guiltlefs, and eftablifhed in righteouf- 
nefs ; and on his feed fhall be light and peace and 
joy forever. God will be forever glorified, and an- 
{wer his own ends ia your eternal damnation. 
I conclude ail with a word of EXHORTATION. 
I. Let all hence be exhorted to feek after the 
knowledge of God’s ways, and a heart to juftify: 
and approve of them. 
Firft, Seek after the knowledge of God’s ways. _ 
It becomes us to cry after knowledge, and lift up 
our voice for underftanding ; to feek her as filver, 
and fearch for her as for hid treafures, if by any 
means, we may find the knowledge of GOD, But 
how fhall we findthe knowledge of God? Why-no | 
other way, but by fearching into his WORKS, as 
they are held up to our view in creation, providence, 
and divine revelation. °’Tis by underftanding God's 
WAYS, that we come tothe knowledge of God. 
‘God difcovers himfelf to creatures only by his ways 
and works. Thefe are the glafs held forth in the 
bible, in which the glorious God is exhibited to crea+ 
tures. Andit becomes us to fearch into them with 
diligence, care, and painful ftudy. Te works of 
Godare great, fought out of al/ them that have plea- 
-fure therein, (Pal. iii. 2.) They are soucur our, 
with diligent application of mind, and earneft inquiry: 
He that is flothful, and inattentive to thefe matters, 
he; I fay, is the brutifo man that knoweth not: = 
; eee spe 
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the fool, that doth not underftand this. (Pfal. xciis 


“Tete to be lamented, that fo many are no more in- 
quifitive after the truth 5 are even too lazy ard care- 


lefs to enquire and examine for themfelves ; and fo 


make no proficiency in chriftian knowledge: But 


are quite ignorant, and groping in the dark, in the . 


mid{t of the rich means of inftruction we enjoy. St. 
Paul {peaks to chriftians ag under obligation to make 
proficiency in knowledge ; and blames them much, 
that when FOR THE TIME they OUGHT tobe 
teachers of others, they had need that one fhould 
teach them AGAIN the firft principles of the ora-, 
cles of God. And exhorts them not to reft in the 
knowledge of the firft principles of chriftianity, but 
to go on to perfection, (Heb vs. 12.Vi. 4) - 

T know it is infifted on by many as a maxim of 
importance, ‘* That we content ourfelves with the 
PLAIN, INDISPU TABLE things of religion; and 
not meddle with dark, intricate & difpytable points.”? 


But this is, I chink, as much as to fay, ** Befure 
to take no pains to enquire into, and underftand - 


what you know not already 3 but be content to live 
and die in ignorance.” — For what is there p/ain to 
a perfon, which he does not already know ? And 


what is there which is not dark and unintelligible, un- , 


til by THOUGHT and application of mind, it is 
underftood ? And what peculiar doétrine of chritti- 


anity is there, that is not difputed, or looked upon | 


dark and intricate by fome ? 

I have different, and I cruft detser advice to give 
you, my hearers. Search tke fcriptures daily, ‘that 
you may know whethey thele things are fo. Strive 
to grow in knowledge, that you may-not be babes 
but ftrong men, who by reafon of ufe, have your 
judgment « : exercifed to difcern both good and evil. 
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66 A Perfuafive to traft in God through Chrift. 


And in order to this, prove, examine ALL 
TINGS, and hold fat thae which is good. _ 

Tae mott of God’s ways revesled co us in the 
bible, hive refpeét to fia, or do fome way relate to 
it (fuch as his permitting it, punifhing it, redeem- 
ing men from it, and bringing good out of it :) If 
therefore we don’t underftand this, we know but 
little of God and his ways. Let us thea fearch the 
bible : And at the fame time conftantly and earnett- 
ly cry to the father of lights, that he would teach 
is his ways; and opes our eyes to bebold the wn- 
derful things in bis word. 

Secondly, Seek abeart to approve of all God’s ways. 
This will lay the beit, and indeed the only founda- 
tion of rightly knowing God’s ways. This is, ina 
true feafe, to have an underftanding heart : In this 
true wifdom confifts. Knowledge will be eafy to 
him who has ¢4is underftanding ; while the /corner 
(whofe heart cppofes Gad’s ways) feeketh wifdom, 
and findeth it not. (Prov. xiv. 6.) ‘* The MEEK 
(who have a humble, pliable, fubmiffive heart) will 
God guide in Judgment : And the meek witli he 
teach his way.’” (P/al. xxv.g) ‘* Whois WISE 
(truly holy) and be fhall underftand thefe things ? 
Prudent, and he fhall know them? For the WAYS 
of the LORD are right, and the jag thall walk in 
them: But the tranjereffors fhall fall therein?’ (Hof, | 
xiv.g.) ‘* None of the wicked fhall underftand, — 
but che WISE fall oaderfand,”? (Daz. xii. 10.) 
He who has a heart co do God’s will, he is moft 
likely to know of the doctriaes he enquires into, 
whether they be of God or aot ; he cometh to the 
light. But he whofe heart oppofes God’s ways, 
hateth the light, and holds the trath in uarighteouf- 
nefs ; or turns afide to error and delufion, and em- 


braces faifhood becaule he loves to baveit fo. How 
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unhappy is the man, who has a Lie in bis righi baud, 
and cannot deliver his fool, becaule his heart, his 
corrupt heart, has turned him afide {rom the truth t 
This, it.is to be feared, is the fad cafe of many at 
this day. They have no heart to LOVE the iruth, 
therefore God has left them to jfireng. delufien, to 
believe a lie. 

God’s profefling peaple of old faid, 7s ways were - 
not equal, God’s ways did not fuit their hearts ac 
all. And they are as contrary to the unfandtified 
heart now, as they were then, and are doubtlefs 
as much oppos’d and murmur’d againft, tho” under 
a pretence that they are not God’s ways. 

Let us then be greatly concern’d to have our 
hearts right with God. To thisend may God take 
away the heart of ftone, and give us an heart of flefh, 
in which his Jaws are written ; and by this direc 
our bearts into the love of Ged as lie is revealed in 
his word ! 

II. What has been faid on this fubjeét, may be 
improved as a motive to all to give themfelves up to 
God through Fefus Chriff. To truft in him for de- 
liverance from all the evil of fin 5 from fin itfelf, and 
from all the evil confequences of it : And that you 
may fhare in all that great good that Gad. makes 
fin the occafion of. 

Thus to faveard blefs afl man, Chrift came in- 
to the world, fuffer’d and died : And of this we now 
have the offer. If you give yourfelves up to Chrift, 
you fhall be compleatly faved from ail your fins: 
He will deliver you from the awful wrath of Ged, 
and all the dreadful evils that are coming on an un- 
godly world. He will wafh you, and make you 
clean. He will deliver you from all forrow, and 
wipe all tears from your eyes. He will beftow all 
the bleffings on you. that youcan wifh for. He 
will cloath you with glorious robes, witha pchtes, — 
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oufnefs more beautiful and glorious than that of 
angles: a righteoufnefs which never would have 
been, had not creatures finned, He will bring you 
to God, and introduce you to a greater nearnefs to 
him, and a higher enjoyment of him, than man 
would have been admitted to, if he had never fall- 
en. He will caufe you to fit down on his throne, 
and make you te fhare in his honor, glory and hap- 
pinefs. In fam, you fhall fhare in all the.good that 
is brought out of fin, and be eternal gainers, by the 
fin and mifery that has filled the world. O, let no 
finner difregard aad flight thefe kind and advanta- 
geous offers ; Let him not neglect che glorious SA- 
VIOUR another day ; leaft it fhould then be eter- 
nally too late, and he be infinitely worfe off, than if he 
never had heard the joyful news now proclaimed. 
II}. Let all hence be excited to feck and endea- 
vour to promote the fame ends that Ged feeks and 


“-promotes by the premiffion of fin. This is (as has 


been fhewn) the glory of God, and the goad of the 
creature. This is to be holy, asd fo cenform’d te 
God and his law. | God feeks thefe ends ia the ex- 
ercile of his holinefs ; and we have no other way 
to feek them but in holy exercifes, in keeping God’s 
commands. All that Ged has done in permitting’ 


"> fin, and bringing good out of it, all that be has re- 


vealed ia his word, and all that he will do to the end 
ef the world, tends to excite to holinefs. Let vs 
then feek to be holy ashe is holy. God hares fin 
infinitely,—-and is infinitely engaged to punifh it ; 


- and woe to us if we do not forfake it, and turn to 


Ged now while bis patience lafts : For without bo- 
Line{s no man fhall-fee the. Lerd. May you all fa 
know the Lord, and be made partakers of his bolt- 
nefs, as that your hearts my echo io:the angelic dox- 
clogy, while they cry, oly, bely; holy is the Lord 


of befts. the whole earth is full of kis glory. AMEN, 
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HEN thefe fermons were firft publifsed, it 
was not thought that any.of the true friends 
of JEHOVAH and his kingdom would 

be cffended with the dc@rine, that things, even. all 
the fin that has taken place in his dominions, fhall, 
on the whole, be no injury to his kingdom, but be 
over-ruled by him for the great advantageand glory 
of it forever : Yea, it was prefumed that this truth 
would be matter of great joy to all fuch, and that 
they would attend to the abundant evidence which 
we have of it in the word of God, with a_ peculiar 
pleafure. But, however unaccountable it may be, 
numbers of thefe profeffed friends te God, his ho- 
nor, happinefs and kingdom, have appeared greatly 
difpleafed with this doétrine ; and have fpoken_ 
much againit thefe fermons, chiefly becaufe it is 
there afferted and vindicated. 

Mr. Dana (now Doctor Dana) appears to be one 
of thefe, by what he publifhed fome years ago in 
his fermon on ‘* the infcrutability of divine provi- 
dence.”* There he has the ¢ following words. §° atat 
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fin has been of great advantage to the creation, 
through divine interpofition, fome (of confufed 
heads, but fufficiently opinionated) have undertaken 
to fhew. But-to prove that the happinefs of the 
creation would have been lefs, provided fin had 
never entred into the world, they muft firft be able 
- to tell us what would in “faét have been, had all 
reafonable beings continued innocent—which neither 
men nor angels can.”” P. 48. 


* 

Every one, [ fuppofe, who has feen the title of 
the preceeding fermons, will be at no lofs in deter- 
mining who the author had a particular reference 
to ia thefe words ; though he has, I fuppofe inad- 
vertently, made a material alteration by ufing the 
word creation inftead of univer/e, which includes all 
exiftefice, created and uncreated. How far the 


_* words in the parenthefis fhew the-clearnefs of the 


author’s head, and his great candor and humility, 
the reader will judge. Be this as it may, I think 
I have good ground to fay, that if inftead of this 
parenthefis, ke had thewed wherein the confufion | 
of the head, or the weaknefs of the arguments offer- 
ed in fupport of this doétrine, was to be difcovered, 
he would have given more fatisfa@tion to -all his 
judicious, candid readers. But this he has not 
effayed to do. Yea, fo far from this was he, that 
he has afferted, over and over again, what is really 
the fame thing which he fo feverely cenfures in the 
words juit quoted. F 


He particularly confiders the permiffion of fin 
as an important article in which the divine provi- 
dence is concerned, and allows that God did permie 
fin, when he might have prevented it. (P. 475— 
And he fays “* the plan of his adminiftration is uni- 
form-and fixed ; in which the beft adapted means 
are improved to accomplith his general defign, 
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which is plainly benevolent. (P: 46.) The general 
“view of his adminiftration is therefore Benevolent : 


His wifdom and power are therefore employed in 
carrying on defigns of the greateft good.” (P. 6i:) 
If Gad in his providence, and therefore in the per- 
miffion of fin, in every inftance of which his provi- 
dence is concerned, is benevolent, and defigns 


the greate good ; thea the permiffion of fio, 


does promote ‘this defign, and anfwer this end, 
and is neceflary in order to the greateft good : 
Fer it is impeffible that God fhould  defign 


the greatest good, ot any good at all, in fuffering that 


to take place in his providence, which is of no ad- 
vantage to the univerfe ; or, which is the fame, if 
there is lefs good than there might have been, had. 


not fin been permitted. If fin is not, by Gad?s in- 


terpofition, an advantage to the univerfe, but God’s 


kingdom, taken in its whole extent, would have 


been much better, more happy and glorious, if fin 
had not been permitted, then there could be no be- 


nevoleat defign in permitting it; and God is fo 


far from carrying on defigns of the greateft good 
in this that lefs good was preferred to a greater, 
which is really the fame thing with preferring evil 
to goad. . ; 

And this author not only afferts, as above ; bue 


_ he very juftly obferves that it is necefflary we fhould 


believe that God is good in every inftance of his 
providence, in order to acquiefce in it, and exercife 
proper .and cheerful fabmiffion. His words are 


thefe. ‘* As a foundation of a rational acquiefcence 


in the providence of God, we muft lay this down 
#s a principle, that we have clear and abundant 


proof that he is good, as well as wife.” (P. 60.)— 


According to this, we can have no reafon to ac- 


quicice in Gad’s providence in permitting fin, any _ 
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further than we have * clear and abundant proof” 
that he is good in permitting it. But if fin, every 
inftance of it, does not, by God’s direction and 
over-ruling hand, anfwer fome good end ; but it 
would hive been much better on the whole, if fin had 
not been permitted ; then God exercifes no good- 
nefs in the permiffion of fia 5 and confequently there 
is no ground of acquiefcence in God’s providence, 
refpecting this very important, and moft interefting 
affair, to which moft inftances of God’s providence 
in this fallen world have fome refpect. 

Is it not a little unaccountable that this author 
fhould fligmatize his brethren as ‘* of confufed heads, 
and fufficiently opinionated” for afferting what is ful- 
ly implied in what he himfelf fays ; and which is the 
only foundation, according to his own account, of all 
true fubmiffion to Gad’s providence ? Ie. muft be left 
with him to account for it, and reconcile this palpa- 
ble inconfiftence ; or rather retra¢t which part of it 
he pleafes. 

Indeed, this doctrine, That fin is by Gad?’s inter- 
pofition and over-ruling band, an advantage to the 
univerfe, muft be received, unlefs we call in queftion 
God’s infinice wifdom, power and goodnefs, or deny 
his univerfal providence, which is really the fame thing. 
This author fays, that in order to prove this, ‘* they 
mult firft be able to tell us what would in fact have 
been, had all reafonable beings continued innocent.’ 
How abfurd is this ! How inconfiftent with the fub- 
ject he is upon (theinfcrutabiiity of divine providence) 
and with moft he fays in other parts of his fermon ! 
Blefled be God ! We have a more fafe and fhort 
way to prove this. God is infinite in power, wif- 
dom and goodnefs, and in the exercife of thefe per- 
fections permits all the fin that takes placein his do- 
minions ; therefore we are fare that all the fin which 
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‘takes place fhall anfwer fome wife and good end, 
and is, on the whole, fuch an advantage to the uni- 
verfe, that*there will be eternally more good than 
could have been, had there be@n noevil. Wemay 
be juft as fure of this as we are that God reigns infi- 
nitely bleffed, omnipotent, infinitely wife and good 5 
and that the bible is a revelation from him. * 
L The 


® Archbithop Sharp has fully afferted this doétrine in his fer~ 
mon from Pfal.g7. 1. preached before the King ana Queen, 
1693. That the reader may fee that this is no sew doctrine, 
and that it was then fupported by the fame good reafons 
by which it is now proved, I will tranfcribe part of a 
paragraph or two from him. 


¢ Hence it follows, that all events whatfoever, that ever did, — 
‘or do, or fhall happen in the world, are really the def 
* that could or can happen. And if things were ordered 
* otherwife. it would not be fo we/l.” A ftrange paradox 
“ you will fay this is ; that not oaly mifchief: and calami- 
‘ ties that fall upon mankind, but even their faults and 
« mifmanagements, nay, their very fas and wickedneffer, 
* fhould be for the beft. But really ‘fo it is, and fo it mait 
‘ be, if both infinite wifdom and goodnefs and power ga- 
vern the world. =< 


* Not but-that a particular man’s fins may be the occafion 
© of his ruin, nay, and certainly will be fo, if he perfits in 
“them. But ftill, cho’ every thing that happens do not 
* prove for the good of that particular perfon, or that par- 
* tiewlar people, thatis immediately concerned in the event 5 
* yet it wili certainly prove for the geseral univerfal good. 
* So that, take the whole feries of events toge:her, that 
© have. or fhall come to pafs all the world over, we may un- 
© doubtedly affirm. that all things have been as well mana- 
© ged as is poffidie they could be 3; and wil be foto the 
‘end of the worid. For indeed to fuppofe other wile, is ta 
© fay, either that infinite wifdom doth not act fo wifely as 
“it might do: Or that perfect goodnefs might do more 
£ good than it does do ; or, lattly, that omnipotent power 
‘cannot do every thing that is poflible. Ail which fap- 
‘ pofitions are plaialy abfurd and contradictions,” : 

Archbifhop Sharp's fermoas, vol, 1. p. 334, 3854 
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The author of a late Piece, intitled ** An exami- 
nation of the late reverend prefident Edwards’s en- 
quiry on freedom of will,”? has a fe€tion ** on the fup- 
pofed advantage Of moral evil to the wniverfe.”’ 
(Part IE. fe&. V. pag. 72.) He appears fufficiently 
difpofed to oppofe and difgrace this dcétrine 5 but 
he has not offered any argument againft it, which 


‘does in the leaft confute what prefidentE dwards pub- - 


lifhed on that head, and is not fully obviated and an- 
fwered in the foregoing fermons ;’ which I think e- 
very careful judicious reader will perceive. Why 
did he not particularly attend to Mr. Edwards’s 
arguments, and point out their fallacy and weaknefs, 
inftead of fuggefting things in a loofe declamatory 


“way, which have been thoroughly cosfuted by 


writers on that fubject, ad he looked their argu- 
ments fairly in the face, and fo much as attempted 
an anfwer, he would have been worthy of fome at- 


tention. Burt, in the room of this, he bas m:ft | 


grofly mifreprefented Mr. Edwards in two infiances, 


“gn this fhorc fe€tion (as he has done in other. parts 


of-his book) which I think ought tobe particularly 
noticed, in juftice to the truth and to Mr. Edwards. 
This author here fays that Mr. Edwards afferts, 
“< thar moral evil is not of a bad, but geod tenden- 
ey.? (P. 72.) Whereas Mr. Edwards has‘afferted 
no fuch thing, nor any thing like it. Mr. Edwards’s 
words, from which | fuppofe this author took oc- 
¢afion to. make the above affertion, as a quotation 
from him, are thefe. ‘** Tis not of dad tendency, 
for the fupreme Being thus to order and» permit 
that moral evil to be, which it is beft fhould come 
ta pals. For that it is-of a good tendency, is the 
very thing feppofed in the point now in queftion. 
Gbrift’s crucifixion, though a moft horrid fat in 
s ten- 
ani. 
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dency, as permitted and ordered by God.” (Enqui- 
ry into freedom of will, p. 276.) Who can help 
feeing that what Mr. Edwards fays here, is ccnfift- 
ent with the greateft bad tendency of moral evil ; in 
itfelf confidered. This tendency, however ftrong 
and malignant, is counteracted and ovet-ruled by 
infinite power, wifdom and goodnefs. And thus 
confidered in Gad’s hands, and permitted by him, 
it anfwers good ends. In a word, ’tis not the ten- 
dency of fin, as fuch, that Mr. Edwards is here fpeak- 
ing of ; but the tendency of God’s permitting it, 
-and holding it in his hands, and over-ruling it to an- 
{wer his own wife and good ends by it. How this 
author could make the above affertion, in the form 
of a quotation from Mr, Edwards, is yet unaccoun- 
table. 

He alfo infinuates that Mr. Edwards in his book 
which he has undertaken to examine, holds, ** That 
the happinefs of the cregture is the fole end of the 
creation.” (Pag. 78, 79:) Since there is not any 
thing like this in Mr. Edwards’s whole book ; and 
in his differtation ** Concerning the end fer which 
God created the world,”’ publifhed fince his death, 
he has afferted and laboured to prove the contrary, 
is it not enaccountable that this author fhould take 


it inthis head to make fuch areprefentation ? Icon-° 


fefs, when J read this paragraph over, and obferve 
what artful ftudied method he has taken, in order 
to faften fuch a fentiment onMr.Edwards, and make 
prefident Ciap appear inconfiftent with bimfelf, lam » 
perfuaded every difcerning reader of an honeft mind, 
will conclude the author bad good reaion to con- 
ceal his name. . 

The longer I live, and the more I attend to the 
word of God, and the nature of true religion, the — 
more I am confirmed in the belief of the truth and — 
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importance of the principal fubject of the forego- 
ing fermons $ viz. that fia thall be the occafion of 


the greateft good : That God’s perfections hall _ 


be manifefted in an unfpeakably more bright aod 
glorious manner and degree ; his kingdom fhall be 
more glorious ; and there fhall.be immenfely more 
holinefs'and happinefs forever, than could have 
been, if fin had not been permitted : And that 
every inftance of it is fo far under Gad’s direction, 
that it is over-ruled to anfwer fome wife good end, 
which could not have been fo well anfwered any 
Other way. And the more convinced I’am that 
this truth is fuited to fupport and comfort all the 


true friends and fervants of Chrift : Nor can I con-. 


Ceive how there can be any ground of true fupport 
and confolation to them who are difpleafed with 
this doctrine ; and can’t but defire their eyes may 
be opened to fee that truth, which has been the 


fupport and joy of God’s people in all ages ; and — 


in which great numbers, [¥ruft, are now rejuicing 
on earth, and in heaven ! 
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